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It was so nice to see many of you at the recent PAE4-HA
meeting. Getting together as professionals provides an
opportunity for us to renew ourselves and to learn more
about our profession. During the meeting we learned more
about our national organization, NAE4-HA, experienced a
triangle test similar to one to be used in the food science
contest at State Days, and met with faculty members in the
Department of Ag & Extension Ed to learn more about
their work and research. The fall meeting will be held dur-
ing the Extension Annual Conference, November 4-6. |
look forward to meeting with everyone again.

The Seeing Eye puppy program has grown significantly

150 dogs. Today they average over 780 dogs a year. Due
to that growth, many of the puppy raisers are now adults
and not of 4-H age. Due to this demographic change, there
are some 4-H Seeing Eye puppy clubs that have more
adults and have difficulty identifying youth members. We
do know that some 4-H Seeing Eye puppy clubs have very
active youth membership and had the pleasant experiences
of many puppies at the 4-H State Leadership Conference.
By October 1, 2009, 4-H Seeing Eye puppy clubs should
discuss whether they want to remain a 4-H club or become
a Seeing Eye club without 4-H affiliation. Club adults and
youth members should all be involved in the discussion
and vote about affiliation. The change will occur on Octo-
ber 1 so youth currently enrolled in clubs will be able to
complete participation in the current 4-H year. Youth in
clubs deciding to drop their affiliation with 4-H are wel-
come to join another 4-H club in the county. Seeing Eye
puppy work must occur in a club affiliated with the Seeing
Eye, whether or not it includes 4-H . [ s ha
information with county educators who have 4-H Seeing
Eye puppy clubs.

Marketing is a team effort we all work on throughout the
year. There are many outlets for sharing the 4-H story. In
the central part of the state, one of the TV stations has a
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS:

The 2009 4-H Calendar can be found at:

http://padh.cas.psu.edu

Future Dates:
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4-H Fundraising Update 4-H Keystone Society
Update

Year-to-Date 4-H

May 2—Youth Poultry 101

May 5—Grasslands Competition

May 9—4-H Forestry Field Day

May 29—Spikes Ticket Orders Due
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short segment on each morning called School Matters. The segment shows a classroom picture with a short de-
scription on the activity occurring in the classroom. This is a great opportunity to show the 4-H school enrich-

in counties in the



4-Her’s Dive into Leadership at SLC ‘09
by Jeanette Blank 1 4-H State Council Reporter

The Penn Stater Hotel in State College was the place for an un-
usual sort of carnival ..an
ter carnival, there was an opportunity for fun, games, and a
chance to improve on leadership skills. Actually it was the PA
4-H SLC, a weekend dedicated to making even better leaders out
of 4-H members. SLC was held January 30-February 1 and at-
tended by 302 members from across PA.

On Friday night, members were treated to their own mini-
carnival, complete with popcorn, cotton candy, and carnival
games. Next, they had a special presentation by Out of Hand, a
small group of Penn State students known for their juggling and
magic tricks. Emily Petrili, a graduate student at Penn State, was
the Kick-Off Speaker. Emily encouraged everyone to be indi-
viduals and everyone is special. Each person has their own g1ft
and should use them. Fol
PA State Council led a series of mixers. They also 1ntr0duced
some special guests for the weekend, the New Mexico State Of-
ficer Team, who also helped lead the mixers.

Saturday was a day full of leadership workshops, including
Teambuilding, Connecting with Different Ages, Creativity, How
to Teach a Workshop, County Ambassador, and State Council.
The workshops combined short lectures with fun interactive ac-
tivities. Following the workshop sessions, the 4-Hers received
some well-deserved free time. After this they attended the semi-
formal dinner with guest speaker Rick Metzger, an Ohio 4-H
volunteer. Rick is also a US and World Champion Power Lift-

i ng Champion from the | ate
about his power lifting career, including how his coach always
encouraged him to do his best and how his career almost ended
when he blew out his shoulder lifting 592 pounds at the World
Competition. Through a lot of self-motivation and support from
his coach, he came back to
message was that, wunli ke
|l i ke a box of Cracker
popcorn, but it‘s the pri
you should look on the inside of a person to see their gifts. He
al so said that the key to
some of you are

Il know,
But, in all seriousness, we should DRINK from the fountain of
happiness, STEAL a little time to do an act of kindness and ex-
pect nothing in return, SWEAR to live life to the fullest, and LIE
down each night and thank God for our freedoms and opportuni-

ties to foll dr e ams.

4-Hers enjoyed a dance.
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On Sunday, the State Council presented a check to the Ronald
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tabs The ouncil announced that around half a million tabs

were collected. Finally, the new 2009 PA 4-H State Council In-
duction Ceremony took place. Your new 2009 State 4-H Council
is: President- Jamie Forinash (Crawford), Vice President of Op-
erations- Laura Pifer (Indiana), Vice President of Conference-
Alex Stepnoski (Berks), Vice President of Internal Affairs- Jes-
sica Lehman (Columbia), Secretary- Christy Lambert
(Somerset), and Reporter- Jeanette Blank (Snyder).

The weekend was a great opportunity to meet people from all
over PA, but also to improve on leadership skills that will help

them in 4-H but also in life. The first order of business for the

new State Council members was to attend training from Febru-

o w22  fi Farynan Centgt i Mgy P gt fficers

had a“chance to get to know each other better and also go

through a series of workshops designed to prepare them for their
year in office. Workshops included Officer Duties, Goal Setting,
People Skills, 4-H Fundamentals, 4-H Forum, Public Speaking,
Balancing Council, and Parliamentary Procedure. The weekend
was very informative in preparation for the coming year. During
the weekend the Council also discussed some goals they would
like to achieve in the next year, including: contacting 30 donors
to support PA 4-H, attend eight meetings outside of their own
club, and writing articles for local 4-H newsletters or newspa-
pers. In the next year you will also be seeing members of Coun-
cil at Capital Days in April, State Achievement Days in July, Ag
Progrgss Days ﬁl éug?t &3@ Fa
State eader s erenc
events, they will each make appearances at local 4-H functions
and in July will be taking a trip to New Mexico for their version
of State Leadership Conference/State Achievement Days. Penn-

leaplla 4)}4615 off t%|

‘Fl%nﬂ’ilesk%“ﬁ gegbers! iy o
I A box i
i nsi de

i fe is
ng _Ye

Y sﬁr&fqr 20%’0th Pnej thattls syre,to

Slg)\ﬁ g]@nua y, and "[_']n(glly tfla |

€

fe




Around the State 1n 4-H

April 2009 4-H Youth Development

Month of the Military Child O 4-H Paper Clover Promotion
Susan Smith f By Susan Cunningham

The 4-H Paper Clover Promotion, a partnership between Na-

Did you know that Pennsylvania is home to almost 32,000 mili-  tional 4-H Council and Southern States Cooperative retail stores,

tary children? April is the Month of the Military Child, a time to has generated more than $7,000 in funds that will go directly to
recognize the sacrifices made by military families and their chil- support county 4-H programs in 28 counties in Pennsylvania as

dren. We are honored to have 4-H as a national partner of the well as to the state progr am.
Operation: Military Kids program. Children of military parents t h e Northeast, when they hefard
face many special and unique situations all year long and we said Christy Bartley, State 4-H Program Leader. The consumer-

hope that you will consider April —Month of the Military Child ~ driven fundraising promotion, where consumers purchase a pa-

as a stepping stone for how you also might provide support at per clover at the cash register of a participating Agway store for
other times during the year as well. $1 and write the name of a child they care about on the clover,

ran from October 5-19, 2008.

Operation: Military Kids; an effort sponsored by Army Child,
Youth and School Services in collaboration with National 4-H
Headquarters, Boys & Girls Clubs of America, American Le-
gion, Military Child Education Coalition, National Association
of Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies and other state
and local organizations to help military children meet others like
themselves. Children whose parents have been deployed live
with uncertainty and concern for their parents on a daily basis.
Many families learn to be flexible, but long deployments can be
difficult for military children. In the six years since the war be-
gan in Iraq, many children have seen their parents leave more
than once.

This is the second year of the promotion, which was piloted in
October 2007. Last year the program ran in less than 100 stores
for only five days and raised approximately $6,000 total with the
Council ‘s investment at nedfly
year, the pilot was expanded and the investment increased, re-
sulting in $250,112 being raised in two weeks—a 4,150 percent
increase over the previous year. A 50/50 split agreement was
instituted for the initial years that the program is being built, the
ultimate goal being that the Paper Clover Promotion will ulti-
mately become a significant and self-sustaining source of reve-
nue generation in the future.

Funds will be distributed from the 4-H Development Office to
If your group/club is in the country, a small town or a major city county accounts. The program is expected to run in 2009.
some of your members will likely know of someone that has
been impacted by jd}e Global War on Ter.rorism. Sor.n.etimes 4-H Night at the Ballpark
members of the military are very visible in communities (for By Phil Hoy
example if you live near a military base or installation). Other
times, military Service Mem sPengsylvanip 4-H hasstegmed,up with the|State Colt h
members of the Guard or Reserve) and live in communities scat- # l ege Spi kelsYbat ht Aehi@vH
tered across your state (we call this being geographically dis- g at the ballpark. Your 4-H members, families, and
persed) and may be your teacher, firefighter, neighbor, etc. The 4-H leaders are invited to participate in the 4-H
children and families of geographically dispersed Service Mem- YO Ut h  Achi evement NHridapduly atjl t he
bers face even more challenges because they are located near the 10, 2009 at 7:05 p.m. The Spikes play at Medlar Field at
resources provided for military families located on/by military ~ Lubrano Park on the Penn State, University Park Campus.
bases/installations. Please consider how your club can makea  The Spikes will be hosting the Jamestown Jammers.

difference to these youth in your community. The Spikes began during the 2006 New York-Penn League's

season. Spikes are¢ a short-season Class-A affiliate of the Pitts-

Ifat anytime in your decision-ma ki ng process Bﬁrghq)lrags Tlhe'y Hheffe MEd?ar Fiel& a@Lulﬂ‘ano Park w1th the )
mor e, pl ease give me a Cal'PennStlutebé’se%allfea‘ihC uded contactp i nf
tion below. Someone from our state OMK team or my office
will get back to you as soon as possible. And, if your group/club Tickets will be $4.00 for all members, leaders, and family mem-
decides on an idea, | *‘d | ov kers(egularigreug ticketpricaiy$e.00) More informaticn a-s cal
me some pictures afterward too. cluding a flyer is posted on the 4-H Youth Development Share-

Point +4Hn Nilgdt —4at t he Spikedl f
Again, thanks for whatever supports you can provide to the chil- ~ders are due by May 29, 2009.
dren of our military Service Members. They are heroes too!
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Puppetry at 2009 4-H State Days
By Phil Hoy
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The 2009 4-H State Achievement Day will introduce a non-competitive puppetry workshop. /)
Participants of the puppetry workshop will first see a professional performance by Blue Sky W
Puppet Theatre and then produce curriculum based puppet performances dealing with topics =
relating to environmental conservation themes and age relevant social skills. The focus will
be on script writing and performance rather than the craft of puppet and prop building.
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Participants will:

1. Brainstorm and develop an outline of a story involving the educational topic.

2. Work to develop a script.

3. Learn the fundamentals of vocal acting and character development

4. Learn the fundamentals of puppet manipulation.

5. Perform their puppet shows to peers.

A description of the puppetry workshop is posted on the 2009 4-H State Achievement Days website at:
http://padh.cas.psu.edu/77.htm

Washington County 4-H Clubs Collect a Ton of

Food for the Washington County Food Bank
By Pamela Paletta

The Washington County 4-H Clubs collected 2,014 pounds or over
one ton of can goods, cleaning products and other items for the
Washington County Food Bank. The Washington County Farm
Bureau ask the 4-H Clubs to collect food to the food bank and to
add a little incentive Farm Bureau offered the 4-H club who do-
nated the most food would receive $100 for their 4-H club. Wash-
ington County has over 36 4-H clubs and 13 of the clubs donated
food on Saturday, March 28, 2009 at the 4-H Junior Building. The
4-H clubs who collected food for the food bank were: Glyde Ag,
Frazier Simplex, Buffalo Ag, Country Clovers, Vankirk Friend-
ship, Clover Patch, Crossroads, Heart & Home, Golden Hoofs,
Ginger Inn, and Cecil 4-H Club. Crossroads 4-H club win the
$100. The project was such a success the 4-H clubs and Farm Bu-
reau plan to hold the event next year and hope to collect even more  Pictured from left to right: front row: Don Carter, Washington County Farm

food. If you have any questlons about the Washlngton County Bureau Food Bank Coordinator, Vicki Miller, Olivia Hrutkay, Hannah

R g Ford, Pam Kelly, Washington County Farm Bureau Treasurer, back row;
Farm Bureau contact Don Carter at 724-350-2654. Victor Miller, Jake Barker, Danny Sibert, Cella Bioni, Loryn Wyeth, Pam

Paletta, 4-H Educator in Washington County and Sonny Miller, Washington
County Fairboard Member.
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