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First, thanks to 

all who arranged 

for 4-H members 

to prepare and 

participate in 

State Achieve-

ment Days this 

year. I had the 

opportunity to 

talk with many 

participants and 

found them to be a great group! They have 

great things to say about the 4-H program. I 

hope you are capturing their stories as they 

complete their project year. Thanks also to all 

of you for chairing contests, being dorm deans, 

and organizing contests, service learning oppor-

tunities, and all the other aspects of this very 

large event. This event is successful because of 

the team effort put into it. 

 

Second, thanks to all those who are beginning 

to share success stories to place in Around The 

State (ATS). This sharing provides us all with 

the opportunity to learn about some of the great 

things happening in Pennsylvania 4-H. If you 

want to share information, be sure to get it to 

Audrey Stewart, als58@psu.edu by the end of 

each month. 

 

I am looking forward to working with you over 

the next year as we transition from our focus on 

POW teams to a focus on natural working 

groups.  

 

 

Continuedï next section 

As we participate in the Adobe Connect meetings this 

month and the team meeting at fall in-service, my hope 

is that you will begin to feel more comfortable with 

changes while realizing that a reframed extension is 

really a more natural way for us all to work together.  

 

The strategic plan being developed as a result of the 4-H  

program review will assist us in making decisions to 

ensure a quality 4-H program into the future. As you 

participate in these meetings, I trust you will begin to 

see a unified picture for the 4-H Youth Development 

program where we can grow opportunities for youth, 

volunteers, and youth professionals.  

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS : 
 

 

The 2008 4-H Calendar can be found at:   

http://pa4h.cas.psu.edu 

 

Future Dates to Remember and Mark Down 
August 20thï Farm Safety & Health Quiz BowlðAPD 

August 25 Outstanding 4-H Horse Member Nominations Due  

Fall In -Service, September 2-4, 2008 

Youth Development Annual Report and cost recovery fees 

due September 15th  

Western PA 4-H Small Animal Show Saturday, September 

20, Greene County Fairgrounds 

Spring In-Service, March 3-6, 2009 
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4-H Shooting Sports Member competes in 
2008 NRA National Air Gun Team Champion-
ship  

 by Amy Murphy  
Potter County  4-H member, Gage Martin, recently competed 

in Des Moines, Iowa in the NRA National Air Gun Team 

Championships June 25-29.  He was part of a four-member 

team representing Pennsylvania.  Other team members were 

from Palmyra, Dubois, and Oil City and coached by Bill 

Ernest.  The competition drew teams from 15 states.  Gage 

placed 14th overall with a score of 1051 and the team was 

fourth.   

 

Gage has been a 4-H shooting sports member for 9 years and 

has participated in various local, regional and state shooting 

competitions.  He also qualified for the National Junior Olym-

pic Three Position Air Rifle Championship to be held in July 

in Alabama.  Gage has also been ac-

tive in 4-H as a camp counselor 

and presents the Gun Safety Work-

shop annually at local Safety Day 

Camp.   

 

 

Ag Ventures 2008 

by L. Richard Sayles 

Ag Ventures is an educational summer day camp that offers 

three days of agricultural activities to urban youth.   The 

activities are designed to teach participating youth how agri-

culture relates to their daily lives.   The camp demonstrates 

the interdependence of urban and rural life through hands-on 

Home-Ec activities, engaging Ag related workshops, and a 

farm field trip that shows campers where food comes from, 

how itôs cared for, and/or how itôs processed into other prod-

ucts.  The program is funded by the Pennsylvania Depart-

ment of Agriculture (PDA) and coordinated by educators of 

the Capitol Region 4-H Youth Development team.  2008 

was Ag Ventures sixth year of existence and interest in the 

program continues to grow.  This year, both the Secretary of 

Agriculture, Dennis Wolff, and Deputy Secretary, Russell 

Redding, visited the camp and participated in some of the 

activities with the youth.  Secretary Wolff enjoyed Jenny 

and Carl Rudyôs presentation so much he decided to use 

their station to take group pictures with the participants.  

Deputy Secretary Redding had so much fun interacting with 

the youth on the tractor ride over to the Bee station at the 

Milton Hershey Schoolôs bee farm he decided to don a bee 

outfit and participate as a camper.  Many thanks to the team 

members and volunteers who made this yearôs Ag Ventures 

an overwhelming success.  Additional pictures of the pro-

gram are posted on PDAôs website (http://www.agriculture. 

state.pa.us/agriculture/cwp/view.asp?a=390&q=149404). 

 

 

Around the State in 4-H 

Photo caption:  Sons of the American Legion Past #192 pre-

sent Gage Martin with $400.00 to help cover the cost of travel 

to the NRA National Air Gun Team Championships June 25-

29.  Pictured Kenny Easton, Gage Martin and Roger Chappell 

http://www.agriculture.state.pa.us/agriculture/cwp/view.asp?a=390&q=149404
http://www.agriculture.state.pa.us/agriculture/cwp/view.asp?a=390&q=149404

