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From the State De s k

by Christy Bartley

Program Leader 6s

February has started as a busy time for PennsylvadiadNeéw 4H State Officers took over their
positions on February 1. We welcome them to their key positions and look forward to workifjg
with them throughout the next year. The outgoing officers will serve as mentors and are grdgat re-
sources for your regional and county programs. A group of State Officers from New Mexicdfjoi
us at the 41 Leadership Conference this year. They not only helped to set up but also lead gome
workshops. Their experiences were shared with both outgoing and incoming officers.

Dondét f orget t o-sewieegThereasemanfy excelleM avorkshopsiand-the 4
Youth Development Natural Work Group will be meeting on Thursday and Friday. We will f
meet as an entire group, then on Thursday afternoon, context teams (leadership, voluntee
positive youth development, and cultural competencies) will meet. On Friday morning, cont
thoeta s S ESS SNE T tRidZeesn s TSP TS afnydet shite “asFatecy. inlivey

formation on March irservice.

March also brings Pennsylvanigd#week, March 121. Please share youtHistories with Aud-
rey Stewartals58@psu.ediso we can put them in the April ATS issue.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS . Feature Articles
The 2008 4H Calendar can be found at: |N TH |S |SSU E:

http://padh.cas.psu.edu

Future Dates to Remember and
Mark Down

¢ February 156 4-H Day with the Lady Lions
¢ March 3-65 Spring In-Service Page 4: Tax Filing for+ Clubs
¢ March 15-216 Pennsylvania 4H Week Page 5: Military and-#

¢ April10 College of Agricultural Sciences 4 Things to Do

Member g
Member Recognition Award Application due Page 6: The_ Back Page Feature
¢ Page 7: Editors Page

Page 1: From the St a
Page 2: Youth to Nature
Page 3: Judging Competition a Huge Success
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Connecting and Reconnecting Youth to Nature  Mark your calendars for the GLOBE at Night
By Sanford Smith 2009 March 16- 28

e L Thereis an emerging awareness andrhanks to everyone who participated in the 2008 GLOBE at
\ ) concern that children are less and lessight campaign during 25 Februar$ March! 2008 marked a
likely to have experiences that monumental shift in human history when the number of peojjle
involve the simplest interactions withliving in cities exceeded half the people on Earth. Because g the
| natur® the plants, animals, and the ambient light of urban landscapes, many city dwellers have |
‘ earth around thedas a part of their never seen a sky full of stars. The 2008 campaign received | eas-
continuous learning process. As we urements from 62 countries. Just over 4,800 of the measuref] ents
look at the children around us, we observe them living increasame from the United States, followed by 380 measuremen
ingly unhealthy lifestyles. from Hungary; and Romania, the Czech Republic, Costa Ri,
and Spain each reporting over 100 observations. The final 2j)08
For many, childhood is spent plugged in;lom n e, it e tataisetsgre Bow aveailable on kep section. l
programmed inside their homes, schools, and community setGo toGLOBE at Night 2008 Results a Solid Step Toward 1Y I
tings in humarmade environments, eliminating the - 2009for more information about GLOBE at Night 2008 and tfie
doors, the benefits of nature, and all that exists in the naturallnternational Year of Astronomy (IYA) 2009.
environment. A large body of research shows that exposure hark your Calendar for the 2009 GLOBE at Night campaignfset
the natural world brings opportunities for children to make sef@#el6 - 28 March. Check the Globe at Night website for les-
of their surroundings and to develop their own sense of placesons, instructions, and more informatibttp://www.globe.gov/
Children that play outside and connect with nature are often Iegs\/
likely to suffer from maladies such as obesity, depression, andive Easy StaHunting Steps:
ADHD to name just few. 1) Find yourlatitude and longitude(it's a great way for-4Hers
to practice their GPS skills)
To address this serious situation, USDA and the Natiof&l 4 2) Find Orionby going outside an hour afteunset
Program organized a AThi nk (ReoutRl®pmiogaétine)ng t o strategi z wa
that 4H can more forward with ideas and initiatives for re 3) Match your nighttime sky to one of omragnitude charts
connecting young people with the natural environment. A di-4) Reportyour observation.
verse group of 30 selected individuals from across the country) Compareyour observation to thousands around the world.
attended the meeting staged at Biosphere2 outside of Tucson,
Arizona. Sanford Smith, Extension Specialist in the School of
Forest Resources, att enHPhd panndyRdnal 4Herowins RitibRat Contedtn i ao g 4
gram and Penn State. According to Smith, the group developed
;everal solid ideas and vvjll be pursuing these concepts towarglsihe recent The National Council for Science and the Envigon-
| mplementation over the nexfpeY€8& ot Al NatWidiend POiE\Sahd teefih € &
and challenging too, o said Gfhnénht-he 0l oOcMy s& XwPaCsC to M 9 EYi 0P| Wt
for youth will come out of { Ry Swedtbi@nhtlonferénBednvdivldalyouth GdedPcif ©
4H informed through ATS. 0 test, "Voices and Visions from the Next Generation of Consd-
vationists".Jordan L Reitz, a4 entry from Pennsylvania was
the1214 wi nner with the videof ent
T r i cHeorsnore information go tbttp:/ncseonline.org/
Conference/Biodiversity/cms.cfm?id=2820
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a1 biodiversity

in a rapidly changing world


http://www.globe.gov/GaN/analyze.html
http://www.noao.edu/outreach/press/pr08/pr0805.html
http://www.noao.edu/outreach/press/pr08/pr0805.html
http://www.globe.gov/GaN/
http://www.globe.gov/GaN/
http://www.globe.gov/GaN/observe_latlong.html
http://www.globe.gov/GaN/observe_finder.html
http://www.sunrisesunset.com/custom_srss_calendar.asp
http://www.globe.gov/GaN/observe_magnitude.html
http://www.globe.gov/GaN/report.html
http://www.globe.gov/GaN/analyze.html
http://ncseonline.org/Conference/Biodiversity/cms.cfm?id=2820
http://ncseonline.org/Conference/Biodiversity/cms.cfm?id=2820
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4-H State Potato Judging Competition a Huge Success! The second place team was from Indiana County. Team mef]

by Kelly Weisner bers are Brydan Spencer, Katelin Olson, Timothy Lowman.
third place team from Bradford County consisted of Tia Doug

The 2009 4H Potato Grading and Identification Contest was Beers, Sarah Beers, and Casondra Bennett. The fourth plach

-H members and 13 teams participated in this exciting contest.ager, Garrison Redding, and Elliot Redding. The fifth placq

Participants from Adams, Bradford, Indiana, Lehigh, Lycomingam was from Indiana County. Team members on the fifth

and Northampton Counties tested their knowledge of spuds. team are Matthew Kuzemchak, Preston Brubaker, and Ama
Brubaker. The sixth place team from Bradford County consis

vious years. The competitors in the basic division must test tlisianna Fortney, Samantha Gstalder, Corey Gstalder, and J&
skills at three stations. TBidehifner. Metighthtplace teamrfronh Bradfard Gopnytca
tion. The station is a timed event where competitors are chalsisted of Taylor Barrett, Jonathan Beers, Sabrina King, Reg:
lenged to see who can grade 100 potatoes in the shortest timé&halen. Two individuals, Grace Royer from Lehigh County {
Not only is quickness important, but so is accuracy. The secalatdan Reitz competed as individuals.

station is a fidefect stationd where competitors must
identify 20 different defects on 40 potatoes. The third station is éhe honors division Steven Hunsicker from Northampton
Apl ated grading station. Fi CoantypldedfitsoEan NarthamptpnuCounty iKellyeHavee

shape and lack of defects. The plates must then be ranked infaurth. Garrett Richardson from Indiana County placed fifth.
der. Two classes of plates must be judged. Kelvin Dewalt from Northampton County placed sixth.

Those in honors must complete three stations in addition to tidany educational and fun activities are offered Hy.4n Penn-
basic stations. The fourth station is comprised of two more plajdvania, 4H is coordinated by Penn State Cooperative Extef|-
classes. The fifth station is estimating the weights of two largsion through the U.S. Department of Agriculture rograms
potatoes. At the sixth station the contestants must pick a Preare open to all youths regardless of race, color, religion, sex
mium Pack. This means that out of 30 potatoes the 10 most un@tional origin or disability. For more information about the
form and defecfree potatoes must be chosen. above events or otherH activities, contact your local county
Cooperative Extension office.
This contest teaches and enhances life skills such as decision
making, qefendlng your answer, quickness, and observation First place A team
These skills are used for judging potatoes and are also used i :
judging livestock and other items inHL Enhancing the use of 7l ] from Adams County. '
these skills helps prepareHtmembers for future careers and L e 5,\ the 4-H Potato Judging
activities. g Contest

There were a total of 43 members in the basic division co
prising 12 teams and two individuals and an additionatb 4

plates. Each plate must be evaluated on uniformity of size anplaced second, Laura Dewalt placed third, Andrew Hower pljced

members in the honors divi sg" ‘ A A 0O am

from Adams County with team members Heidi Benner, Nata

Zeigler, Lindsey Zeigler, and Breanna Yager. The second place

AA0O team was from Lehigh Cou i

Geiger, Lillie Geiger, Margarita Munoz, and Olivia Geiger. Indi- &.Ilaéle R\We} frfbm Le
ana County placed third with team members Abby Zyhowski, high County studies
Nichele Olson, Marshall Richardson, and Caleb McGraughran. the potato.

The fourth place AA0 team was from Br ad@
members Adrielle Blemle, Kristin Cole, and Bruce Hildebrandt..

The first place ABO team was from Adams
members Cailee Bower, Bridget Donnelly, and Lindsay Toms.
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Required IRS Tax Filing for 4-H Clubs & Quali- tax period).

fied Subsidiaries Some organizationsill not be successfiih filing a 990N

in the near futureReasons include that the organization
eligible for inclusion under GEN 2704, but their record i
not listed under GEN 2704 with the IRS at this time.

All organizations must keep documentation from the IR
their filesi including confirmation of successful filing and
documentation of unsuccessful attempts to file the!990

ACTION NEEDED: Communicate information within your ~ * Note, this is not _the_time and place to change informatio

states to ensure (1) that duly authorizeld éntitiesunder the about the organization, such as tax year. 5
control of Cooperative Extensi@md eligible for GEN 2704 file® The ol d adage applies herf, 7
appropriately with the IRS, and (2) share additional information ¢ han to never have tried jt a
as needed to manage youH4Youth Development Pro- * Instructions, forwarded on 10/2/07, for qualified entities |

gram. Under the control of Cooperative Extension means that ~ this income category that received IRS penalty notices fgir
Cooperative Extension has fiduciary responsibility for the duly ~ not filing in 2008 remain in effect.

authorized 4H organization.

All 4-H clubs and affiliated organizations that are eligible for the
4-H federal income tax group exemption GEN 2704, and raise
funds or accept donations, must file the appropriate tax form on
time even thougtsome groups will be unsuccessful.

Qualifying Entities Typically Earning More Than $25,000 Fil¢

Cooperative Extension, including Statéi4Program Offices, arethe 990 or 99EZ

responsible for their<H youth development programs, includirty There is NO CHANGE regarding the need for organizatifins

providing necessary guidance to ensure their duly authorizéd 4 in this income category regarding tax filinghese organi-

organizations file their taxes correctlJhis may include engag- ~ Zations have always needed to and must continue filing fheir

ing your universityos busi nestaxespitime.ce or ot her wi se asdi sti

directing your 4H organizations to seek professional tax advice. Qualified organizations should list GEN 2704 on their taj
forms, and indicate their tax exemption status as a 501( !h

IRS Filing Requirements EVEN THOUGH GEN 2704 subsidiaries are not indeped-
ent 501(c)3 organizatiodsthis is the most appropriate bok

Qualifying Entities for inclusion under GEN 2704 are thod¢ 4  to check on the tax forms.

entities that are:

duly authorized 41 clubs and affiliated 4 organizations National 4H Headquarters, USDA cannot provide professiorgl
that are tax advice about filing tax forms nor alleviate penalties whe

earn income or accept donations (the latter which do-
nors want charitable giving deductions)

excluding Army and Air Force clubs (because they do not
handle money nor have bank accounts), and may include
those entities not earning income but for which a State 4
Program Office has required an EIN and inclusion under
GEN 2704.

Qualifying Entities Typically Earning $25,000 or Less File the ThlnCIS To Do

990N E-Postcard

e Beginning in 2008, small tax exempt organizations needed Recruit your legislators to become members 0
to begin to annually file the 998 or E-Postcard.This | the National 4H caucus.
cludes GEN 2704 subsidiaries. Plan for 4H Week
Previously communicated information regarding these or- Register for March kService

ganizations not being penalized for not filing the 99dur- Recruit youth to apply for the College of Agri-

ing 2008does not extend into 2009

ALL eligible and qualifying organizations, which have been
operating for at least one year, MUST file the 990n time
(by the 1%' day of the 15 month following the end of their

cultural Sciences-#H Member Recognition
Award
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Military and 4 -H -
By Susan Smith ]

National Youth  Request your free National Youth Traf
As more military members from Pennsylvania deploy and Yel- &T”’ﬂ'c safety Month™ i Safety Month toolkit that includes
low Ribbon Programs get up and running, Family Readiness Youth Traffic Safety Month 18 month
Groups (FRGs) have been contacting us for information and as- wall calendar, poster with lesson plans
sistance, especially in regards to childcare. _ and handouts, and the National Youth

Traffic Safety Month toolkit on CD by-mailing your mailing

It has been communicated to the PA National Guard State Fafidress and request to NOYSrdo@noys.org These materials
ily Program Officethat4d does not pr o¥i d@e Made Rossiblg trgughesypport fram The American Legigin
can, if ava"ab|e, do programming with SCh’nge children but Child Welfare Foundatlon, Inc. and The Allstate Foundation.
they do noprovide "babysitting" services.

News from eXtension
It has also been stressed that 4loes not provide babysitting ColleaguesPlease join us for the first of several monthly wel
services for preschool and infants. FRG leaders have been tajdsts on program evaluation for eXtension Evaluation Comrjiu-
that if they have teens or community members interested in ity of Practice and NC State University Evaluation Commurf|ty

babysitting, Here i i currlculqm,Do c What it Takes of Practice. Our featured speaker is Dr. Roger Rennekamp, p
to Be Your Babysitterdeveloped in a collaborative effort be- |

tween Army Child & Youth Services andH. They are advisedexperienced Extension evaluator and innovator. His messadgg,
to contact 4H in their county or OMK Cent?al Office if they are Dare to Evaluate!" addresses the challenge of evaluating ugiver-
interested in offering the training to interested parties. sity outreach programs in community setting&ep in mind

that these webcasts are intended to be INTERACTIVE, so blly

If a FRG requests assistance on a regular basis, then they negflitglug in a headset, write down your stories and questiong}
startba 4H _rglflltar% °|Uth:]‘e $I10 Educational l\l/laterlals]: fegs challenge and learn with your colleagues! Details for linking Jp
I llifaryt grant as long as funds the Elluminate webcast are listed below. Pldaseyour com-

are available. More information on militaryH can be found by =~ "~ . . . . .

visiting the Military 4H Partnership web page &ivw.4- patibility with Elluminate at least 15 min. prior to the meeting

hmilitarypartnerships.orgrhese funds should be requested

through the OMK Office. Meeting Name: eXtension and NCSU Evaluation Community| of
Practice

4-H in some locations has offered a "Discovef4devent during Start Date and Time: *02/18/2009 14:45 EST*

FRG events where scheafie children can see what#is all End Date and Time: *02/18/2009 17:15 EST*

about. There is also an fEXReIlef)E FoinQtfseair bplfti thisind. tré Ad

curriculum manual that has 2 hour, 4 hour, and day camp curric- ) ,y] . . gup ) '

ula as well as ideas when using the Mobil Technology Lab N9 will remain in session until the last person leaves.

(MTL) that can be borrowed through OMK Central Office. If Private Meeting: This is a *private meeting* and will *not* be

you are interested in obtaining a copy of this manual, please diplayed on the public schedule. Attendee(s) may join by u

tact the Pennsylvania OMK Central Office. The curriculum catme following link: http://sims.delta.ncsu.edu:80/
also be found on the Military-# Partnership web page. Kits tqpin meeting.html?meetingld=1233077623186*
conduct some of the activities found in the book can be bor-
rowed from the Central Office.

Please contact Susan Smith, OMK Project Coordinator, at

814.865.2264 osjs52@psu.edif you are in need of additional with the following link: http://sims.delta.ncsu.edu:80/

Attendee(s) may add this meeting to their scheduling applicd

i 2 i =
e mation. build_calendar.event?meetingld=1233077623186

Meeting Password: This is an open meeting. Attendee(s) dg
require a password to join.


http://www.4-hmilitarypartnerships.org
http://www.4-hmilitarypartnerships.org
mailto:sjs52@psu.edu
mailto:info@noys.org
http://slms.delta.ncsu.edu:80/join_meeting.html?meetingId=1233077623186*
http://slms.delta.ncsu.edu:80/join_meeting.html?meetingId=1233077623186*
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Looking for Musical and Talented 4H Members
By Phil Hoy

This year 4H State Achievement Days will be hosting State Chorus and Talent Revue events
The State Chorus is a n@oempetitive event in which-# members focus on preparing for the
chorus show. Counties can send up to filé hembers to participate in the State Chorus.
Practice will start on Tuesday afternoon with the Talent and Choral Show scheduled for
Wednesday evening before the Fashion Revue. There will also be a Talent competition for 4
one attending-H State Achievement Days. Talent participants will be judged on Tuesday aftfr-
noon and will perform at the Talent and Choral Show on Wednesday evening. Both of these
events have an application form that must be returned to Phil Hoy by July 1. The talent applita-
tion must also include a DVD or video of their planned performance. For more information
about the State Chorus and Talent Revue, check outith8tdte Achievement Days website at
http://padh.cas.psu.edu/77.hemcontact Phil Hoy.

35 Hero Packs Presented at 2009 Farm Show
Susan Smith

m

" Sunday, January Twas a busy day for representatives from the Pennsylvania Operati§in:
Military Kids State Team as 35 hero packs were presented at the 2009 Farm Show.

Bit 4-H Club from Lebanon County who had 4 members (Heather Early, Tonya Heramjg
Tiana Weaver, and Desna Knot) assist with the presentation. The girls showed great
tive and wellrepresented the partnership between OMK aitl £Other OMK partner or-
ganizations represented were Pennsylvania National Guard and Army Reserve Child,
and School Services.



http://pa4h.cas.psu.edu/77.htm

