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From the State Program Leaderôs Desk   

by Christy Bartley 

 
Have you looked at the 4-H SharePoint lately to review 

what is happening with the 4-H program teams? I know 

you are all busy working with your program teams, but 

please take the time to see what your peers are putting to-

gether.  

 

In the end, we need to have a comprehensive, cohesive      

4-H Youth Development program. Are you mentioning a 

topic in your team plan that other teams are also looking 

at? Make sure a connection is made to work across team 

lines. We are not building silos but teams that will work 

together to provide quality programming across the state. 

Do you have the right faculty connections made? Are fac-

ulty providing input and direction for the teamôs work? 

Remember, our work should be focused on research and 

programming supported by evidence that there is impact 

when using the materials/curriculum. 

 

The national 4-H initiative on science, engineering, and 

technology (SET), is beginning efforts to evaluate the SET 

program. The evaluation will allow reports on impact, 

identification of best practices, input for future program 

planning, direction for resource and professional develop-

ment, identification for priorities for national curriculum 

development, and strengthened marketing efforts. There 

will be two tiers to the evaluation efforts. Tier 1 will col-

lect core data on numbers involved in SET curricula and 

descriptions on the process and delivery of 4-H SET. 

In addition a descriptive analysis will be done to illustrate 

trends, audiences served, delivery methods, and training 

techniques utilized. An assessment, the Annual Youth En-

gagement, Attitudes, and Knowledge (YEAK) study, will be developed and administered to a cross-sectional, 

random sample of 4-H youth. Tier 2 will be case studies of high content, high context settings. Sites will be cho-

sen based on a set of criteria currently being developed. Tier 3 will be a longitudinal study documenting sus-

tained program impacts. The current timeline is for tier 1 to begin in August 2009. This study will be an oppor-

tunity for Pennsylvania to be involved and obtain state data about our SET efforts. More information will be 

shared as it becomes available, but begin to consider how you might want to be involved. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 
The 2009 4-H Calendar can be found at:   

http://pa4h.cas.psu.edu 
 

Future Dates to Remember and Mark 

Down 
June 18ð4-H Youth Development Advisory  

                 Council 10AM-Noon 
June 22ð4-H State Achievement Days           
          registration deadline  
July 10ðñ4-H Youth Achievement Nightò  

                  Medlar Field, University Park 
July 28-30ðState Achievement Days 
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Westmoreland 4-H County Council Teens Against 

Free Penn State Campus 

by Cindy Arblaster 

 

Westmoreland 4-H County Coun-

cil is committed to the 4-H 

pledge and they are putting their 

words into action. The teens 

voted to sponsor a petition to ask 

Penn State University to 

strengthen its current smoking 

policy and make all campuses 

100% smoke free.   

 

Currently, there are 260 colleges 

and universities in the U.S. that 

have a 100% smoke free campus 

policy. In Pennsylvania this includes the 14 campuses of the PA 

State System of Higher Education including California, Clarion, 

IUP, and Slippery Rock.  Why not Penn State?  

 

A Penn State University student pulse survey indicates that a 

majority of students would support a 100% smoke free campus. 

The county councilôs petition is a way to prove to Penn State 

University that there is broad support for this policy change.   

Tobacco continues to be the leading cause of preventable death 

and disability in the United State and tobacco smoke pollution, a 

toxic mixture of over 4,000 chemicals, causes illness, cancer and 

death too.   

 

Leah Blasko, County Council President and a recently accepted 

Penn State freshman states, ñTobacco smoke  is a danger to pub-

lic health and unless we act, the American Cancer Society pre-

dicts that more than one in ten students on smoking campuses  

will die early from a tobacco related disease.ò    Robyn Wright 

reported to 4-H members at a leadership workshop, ñPenn State 

University states it is committed to a healthful environment for 

all members of the community at all locations.  However, protec-

tion from secondhand smoke exposure is only enforced inside 

university owned facilities.  Smoking is permitted outside of the  

buildings and may be concentrated just outside of the main doors 

where the smoke lingers and air currents pull the smoke into the 

buildings where people work and students live.ò  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tobacco Use Seek Support For A 100% Smoke  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If your 4-H members are interested in signing or promoting the 

petition in your county, please contact Susan Falbo, County 

Council Advisor-Westmoreland County at 724-423-8107.   The 

petition statement reads as follows: 

 

Petition for a 100% Smoke Free Campus Policy at the Penn-

sylvania State University We, the undersigned youth and 

adults, care about our health and the health of those around us.  

Scientific evidence proves that there is no risk-free level of expo-

sure to tobacco smoke.   We are aware of the dangers tobacco 

poses to each and every one of us whether we are smokers or 

nonsmokers.  We therefore want to make sure that while we and 

others are on a Penn State campus that exposure to tobacco 

smoke will not have to be one of our concerns. This issue is im-

portant to us. Therefore, we would like The Pennsylvania State 

University to support its commitment to a healthful environment  

for all members of the community at all locations and to enact a 

100% smoke free campus policy to prohibit smoking on all col-

lege property. 

 

Pictured are Zoe Brooks, Corissa Lute, Lauren Androstic , Graciee 

Painter, Leah Blasko, Robyn Wright 



June 2009                                  4-H Youth Development 

Around the State in 4-H 

3 

County Council Award Program Reminder 

By Mya Rushton 

 

Remember to have your County Coun-

cils' working on their award program 

packets.  Materials are due July 1, 2009.  

A committee on the State level will be 

reviewing the packets and the winners 

will be announced at State Days.  this is a great opportunity for 

your County Councils to win recognition and money!  First place 

receives $500.00, second receives $300.00 and third place re-

ceives $200.00.  Remember your Councils should be working on 

the award packets with adult guidance only. Thank you and 

GOOD LUCK!  

 

Please submit packets to: 

Mya Rushton 

002A Ferguson Building 

University park, PA 16802 

 

4-H State Days ï July 2009 

By Phil Hoy 
 

The 2009 Pennsylvania 4-H State Achievement Days is sched-

uled for July 28-30, 2009 to be held at Penn State, University 

Park campus.  Attached is the 4-H Educator Handbook that has 

information about the 2009 Pennsylvania 4-H State Achievement 

Days.  Regular registration will be from May 15 through June 

26.  Late registration will be from June 27 through July 2.  This 

year registration costs will be the same as last year: $135 full-

time regular registration, $175 full-time late registration, $85 

part-time regular registration, and $100 part-time late registra-

tion.  Descriptions of the contests are posted on the 4-H State 

Days site at: http://pa4h.cas.psu.edu/77.htm .   

 

There are five non-competitive events this year: The Apprentice, 

Career Exploration, State Chorus, Puppetry, and Leadership. 

 

The 4-H member handbook as well as an adult handbook for the 

2009 4-H State Achievement Days will be posted on the 4-H 

State Days site.  Please keep in mind that we will have the ser-

vice learning projects again this year on Tuesday afternoon.  

There will be a list of items needed for the service learning pro-

jects. 

 

 

 

 

FCS Updates  

By Jan Scholl 

 

Food Projects  
As you know, we are out or nearly out of the I Spy in the 

Kitchen project.  We will be steadily replacing this series 

from now, hopefully through December 31, 2009.  The first 

project that is almost completely written is ñMix Magicò 

which allows 4-H members to use mixes within their pro-

ject.  This project has been introduced on a trial basis with 

several leaders groups, reviewed and hopefully a trial over 

the summer will allow us to offer additional information of 

value both to 4-H leaders and youth. 

 

 

CYFAR Conference  
Judging by the number of roommate requests I received 

there were a number of Pennsylvania Extension educators 

attending and presenting at the CYFAR conference in Balti-

more this year.  I was excited in my session at how many 

people found it valuable to learn more about the 4-H re-

search and other library databases.    I have additional 

printed bookmarks giving the citeôs URL, so if you need 

them for a meeting or conference, please let me know.  Ar-

rangements are being made to make them available at the 

NAE4-HA meeting in Rochester, NY this fall. 

 

 

State Fashion Revue  
As you know, Sandy Hall is chairing the State Fashion Re-

vue this year.  Please give her your full cooperation and 

have your participant forms sent to her by the deadline.  It 

will help her so much.  Phil Hoy, has sent out ribbons for the 

regional revues.  Should there be any problem with the num-

ber or billing of the ribbons, check with him for speediest 

results.  Thank you! 

http://pa4h.cas.psu.edu/77.htm
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4-H Endowment News 

 
During the last year discussions about 

4-H endowments at Penn State have 

been ongoing, particularly  about 

endowments offering  scholarships to 

4-H members to attend schools other 

than Penn State. Due to IRS regula-

tions and auditing requirements, 

scholarships cannot be issued to indi-

vidual students but to the school the 

student will attend. To address this issue, the county endow-

ment accounts set up to provide educational support to 4-H 

members regardless of the school the member will be attend-

ing should not be establishing scholarships but student educa-

tional awards. When counties request funds from their endow-

ments, the purpose should be stated as ñstudent educational 

award.ò Future endowments will have this language written 

4-H Fundraising Update 
 
Year-to-Date  

Commitments: $306,625 

Receipts: $210,270 

 

Total Number of 4-H Endowments 

62 

 

4-H Endowment Book Value 

$1,747,653 

 
Number of Counties w/ Endow-

ments 

31 

 

 

 

4-H Keystone Society 

Update 
 

PA 4-H Keystone Society Commit-

ments 

$337,699 

 

Number of 4-H Keystone Society 

members 

79 entities or households 

 

 

 

From Dan Neslerode:    

 

 The  PA 4-H Keystone Soci-

ety continues to grow en-

dowed support for county 4-

H programs.  Weôre doing 

well, but weôre not there 

yet.  We would like to see 

total commitments reach $1 

million by the end of the cal-

endar year.  In order to do 

this, we need everyoneôs 

support.  To those who are 

actively working in their 

counties to either establish an 

endowment or grow their 

existing endowment, thank 

you for your leadership.  For 

counties that need more sup-

port or information on how 

to better leverage your 

countyôs resources to effec-

tively partner with us in this 

effort, please contact your 

local Regional Director.  He 

or she will be able to put you 

in touch with a  4-H Devel-

opment Council member 

who can help you in your 

efforts to grow endowed sup-

port to sustain    4-H for-

ever.     

  Things To Do 
 

Recruit a club to write thank-you notes for 

Military youth 

Register teams for 4-H State Achievement 

Days 

Work on County endowments 
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Natural Resources Conservation Education 

Award 

 

The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS) and 

4-H National Headquarters collaborate to 

recognize a 4-H Program of Distinction 

(POD) that connects youth with nature. The 

person or team winning the Natural Re-

sources Conservation Education award will receive $10,000 to 

continue or expand programming and travel funds for up to 

five program representatives (including youth) to accept the                       

 

 

 

 

award at the 75th North American Wildlife and Natural Re-

sources Conservation Conference in March 2010. If you 

would like to apply for the award, a POD designation is re-

quired. Applications for POD must be submitted no later than 

July 20 and can be found at http://www.national4-

hheadquarters.gov/about/pod.htm. Applications for the con-

servation education award are due October 16th. The applica-

tion will be available on-line in June. 

Summer Northeast Regional Leader Forums 

By Christy Bartley 
 

Information on a new format for the Northeast Regional Leader Forums has been shared since December. The 2009 issue of The PA 

4-H Leader shared preliminary information with leaders. Many have been asking for more information, so here is what I have so 

far. The regional forum has been moved to summer and will be offered in two locations. As many of you know, several years ago 

we changed the format of the forums every other year to a youth/adult format where adults and teen leaders would be trained in 

subject matter content and expected to return to Pennsylvania to share their learning with their county, region, and state. Since 

youth are involved in this training, the state program leaders felt it might be easier to involve them in this opportunity during the 

summer. In addition, we decided on two locations to help control travel expenses although teams are eligible to go to either loca-

tion. 

 

There are funds available to send teams of youth and adults to these forums. The funds will cover the registration fees and up to 

$200.00 in travel costs. The adults and youth attending must complete a travel reimbursement form. The extension educator must 

also let me know that they are sending a team, how many are in the team, and where they will attend.  This is a year for the youth/

adult teams to attend the forums and learn more about science, engineering, and technology. Forums will be held at Jackson Mills, 

WV, the state 4-H camp, and the New England Center on the University of New Hampshire campus in Durham. 

 

The New Hampshire forum will be held July 23-26 and cost $400.00 which includes food, lodging, and core materials (not SET 

curriculum). The theme will be focused on land, sea, and space. Thursday night will begin with dinner and a Design It, Explore It 

workshop along with get acquainted activities. Friday tours and workshops will be focused on the three tracks of land, sea, and wa-

ter. Workshops on Saturday will also follow the three tracks, plus some teaching tips, positive youth development and youth and 

adult partnerships.  Sunday each team will have the opportunity to teach back to the group and receive helpful critique. A team can 

all take the same track or divide to get the exposure to all three tracks. If they take Land for example for the tours on Friday, they 

will stick with Land for workshops on Saturday. Registration forms are to be out in early June and will be sent to county 4-H educa-

tors. The West Virginia forum will be held July 9-12 and cost about $300.00 which includes food, lodging, and core materials. I do 

not have additional information about this forum at this time. I do know that discussions were held about focusing the sessions on 

technology. As soon as I have more information, I will email it to 4-H educators. 

 

If you have youth and adults attending either forum, please let me know so I can reserve funding for them. I cannot guarantee fund-

ing if I am not notified.  

http://www.national4-hheadquarters.gov/about/pod.htm
http://www.national4-hheadquarters.gov/about/pod.htm
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This publication is available in alternative media on request. 

Penn State encourages persons with disabilities to participate in its programs and activities. If you anticipate needing any type of 

accommodation or have questions about the physical access provided, please contact Christy Bartley 814-863-3828 in advance of 

your participation or visit. 

 

The Pennsylvania State University is committed to the policy that all persons shall have equal access to programs, facilities, ad-

mission, and employment without regard to personal characteristics not related to ability, performance, or qualifications as deter-

mined by University policy or by state or federal authorities. It is the policy of the University to maintain an academic and work 

environment free of discrimination, including harassment. The Pennsylvania State University prohibits discrimination and harass-

ment against any person because of age, ancestry, color, disability or handicap, national origin, race, religious creed, sex, sexual 

orientation, or veteran status. Discrimination or harassment against faculty, staff, or students will not be tolerated at The Pennsyl-

vania State University. Direct all inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policy to the Affirmative Action Director, The Penn-

sylvania State University, 328 Boucke Building, University Park, PA 16802-5901, Tel 814-865-4700/V, 814-863-1150/TTY. 

 

 

Cooperative Extension 

Department of Agricultural 

and Extension Education 

814-865-1688 

114 Ferguson Building  

The Pennsylvania State University  

University Park, PA  16802-2601 

FAX  814-863-4753 


