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From the State Program Leaderôs Desk   

by Christy Bartley 

 
Hello to all. I hope you are all experiencing a safe and pro-

ductive summer activity season. This is a busy time of year 

as we try to fit in some quality time with family and be 

supportive and responsive to 4-H program volunteers and 

families about the many 4-H events and activities run over 

the summer. I encourage you to be away for a few days so 

you can return refreshed and ready to move forward with 

your programs.  

As many of you know, the Central Region has been work-

ing on an e-data system for enrollment of volunteers and 

program participants for all extension programs, including 

4-H. National 4-H Council has been working on a 4-H 

ACCESS enrollment program as well. Deb Burrows, in the 

Central Region, has been spearheading the e-data efforts 

based on requests from volunteers she works with. Deb 

and I held an informational session at one of the 4-H Youth 

Development Advisory Council meetings on the system. 

After testing the 4-H ACCESS system and the e-data sys-

tem and talking with Deb Burrows, the decision has been 

made to support the e-data system on the state level. This 

decision was made due to the ability to obtain the data 

needed from the e-data system for all levels of program-

ming including registration for events, access to calendars, 

project enrollment, and many other items. A committee on 

paperwork reduction had also recommended use of this 

system. For those of you already working on the system, 

you will continue to help us work out the bugs and provide 

input on information needed in the system to provide us 

the quality information needed. For those of you who have 

not been working on e-data, Deb and I will be establishing some informational and training sessions on the sys-

tem. Yes, we will be relying on volunteers and 4-H families to enter much of the data, but the success in the 

Central Region has verified that volunteers and families are more than willing to do this. The opportunity to 

communicate quickly with 4-H volunteers and families has proved a real plus for extension educators. Please 

stay tuned for more information.  

As many of you know, Dr. Jacklyn Bruce has resigned her position in the Department of Agricultural and Ex-

tension Education to accept a position in North Carolina. We all wish Jackie the best. While this position is va-

cant, there will be some programming we will not be able to continue to support. One such effort is Citizen-

shipéWashington Focus. This decision has been made based on the very low participation rates over the past 

few years. If counties or regions would like to continue participation in this event, you may do so by working 

directly with National 4-H Council. I will be happy to forward announcements on CWF to those who request 

them. The event is a great opportunity for youth to get to know Washington, learn about the federal government, 

and meet their legislators, but we have many counties and regions in PA that already plan visits to Washington 

due to our close proximity to the area. I want to continue to support those programs that are growing, like the    

4-H Leadership Conference, but that means having to let go of some programs that have not been well sup-

ported. If you have any questions or concerns, please let me know. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS : 
The 2009 4-H Calendar can be found at:   

http://pa4h.cas.psu.edu 
 

Future Dates to Remember and Mark 

Down 

 
July 10ð4-H Night at the Spikes 

July 15ðAug 15ðBuy-in to 4-H Program Team 

July 28-30ðState Achievement Days 
Sept. 12ðSecond Annual 4-H Tailgate 
Oct 4ï 10ðNational 4-H Week 
Oct 7ð4-H National Science Day 
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PA 4-H State Council Takes Flight 

By Mya  R. Rushton 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many of you may recall seeing some special guest 4-Hers at the 

2009 State Leadership Conference.  Those corduroy, green 

jacket wearing youth were The New Mexico 4-H State Council.  

The New Mexico State Council heard so many great things about 

the PA 4-H Leadership Conference they decided to make a trip 

to PA to see what our conference was really all about.  The New 

Mexico State Council (NMSC) was an amazing addition to our 

conference staff and did a great job sharing their experiences 

while here in PA.  The NMSC was able to take back information 

and skills that they learned at the PA Leadership Conference and 

put them to use in New Mexico when planning their own confer-

ence.   

 

Now the Pennsylvania State 4-H Council will take flight to New 

Mexico on Saturday July 12, 2009. The PA 4-H State Council 

will be spending an entire week participating in workshops, ob-

serving events, and presenting to roughly 150 New Mexico        

4-Hôers on Public Speaking and People Skills.  Be sure to check 

out the PA 4-H State Council blog  

http://pasccloverclipboard.blogspot.com/ and the PA 4-H face-

book page for all the newest info and photos! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dairy Day Cow Camp 

By Amanda Zembrycki 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Penn Stateôs fifth cow camp was a huge success, sponsored by 

the Penn State Dairy Science Club and was held at University 

Park campus from May 29 to May 31, 2009.  
 

More than 80 campers from 16 counties participated. Campers 

were divided into two divisions, junior and senior, for their 

workshops. The junior workshops included Dairy Products by 

LeeAnn Kapanick, Pennsylvania Dairy Princess and Alternate 

Princesses Nicole Wasson and Abby Trotter. A session titled 

"Don't Leave a Blemish," a workshop about quality assurance, 

was presented by Dr. Dan Kniffen. Jared Daubert and Anna 

Smith offered "Contagious or Not-Principles of Disease." 

The Senior division workshops included "The Pick of the Litter-

Using Genomic Evaluations" by Dr. Chad Dechow, and "Forage 

Quality-a Key to Rumen Function" by Dr. Geoffrey Zanton. The 

final senior workshop, "Does Your Cow Need a Pedicure?" was 

presented by Dr. Ernest Hovingh and focused on hoof health. 

Senior division campers and chaperones attended a lively discus-

sion called "Innovations in Biotechnology" with Dr. Terry Ether-

ton, Head of the Department of Dairy and Animal Science. 

Campers participated in fun activities on Friday and Saturday 

nights. Friday night there was a picnic with pizza and games. On 

Saturday night, the group travelled to Tussey Mountain for a fun 

filled night of golfing, go-carting, batting cages, and much more.  

On Sunday morning Marel Raub presented a motivational mes-

sage to the group. Marel Raub is the Pennsylvania Director of 

the Chesapeake Bay Commission. Her message outlined chal-

lenges and opportunities facing the dairy industry and the impor-

tance of life-long learning. 
 

Dairy Days Cow Camp 2009 was co-chaired by Amanda Zem-

brzycki and Logan Horst. Other Dairy Science Club members 

who played an integral part in this event were Robyn Bechtel, 

Stephanie Beeman, Melissa Boess, Elizabeth Cloninger, Leann 

Gatesman, Janelle Hartzell, Zachary Meyers, Anthony Sharp, 

Aaron Stepnoski, Sarah Weimer, and Sarah Wickard. Hope to 

see all of you there again next year!  

The New Mexico 4-H State Council making their first 

visit to the Lion Shrine on the Penn State Campus while 

at the PA 4-H State Leadership Conference January 2009. 

http://pasccloverclipboard.blogspot.com/
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Regional 4-H Livestock Field Nights 

By Marlene McCutcheon Kaltenbach 
 

The Northwest Regional 4-H Livestock committee presented a 

two night series of educational programs for 4-H livestock youth, 

June 15th and June 17th at the Mercer County 4-H Park. 

 

The first night kicked off with an appetizer dinner, sponsored by 

four local livestock commodity groups.  The social time gave 

attendees an opportunity to visit with the organizations to learn 

how families involved in the livestock industry could benefit 

from commodity groups and associations.  Attendees sampled 

meat dishes featuring lamb, pork, goat, and beef.   Each of the 

commodity booths were set up and manned by Northwest PA     

4-H members who are also actively involved in local livestock 

organizations. 

 

Representing the NW PA Lamb and Wool Growers was the cur-

rent queen, Becky Hyde, a 4-H member from Crawford County, 

and one of her princesses, Lexi Hyde, also from Crawford 

County.   Shelby Dean, a 4-H member from Lawrence County, is 

a current Jr. Angus Sweetheart and was on hand to discuss what 

the Angus Association has to offer.  Steven Fox, a Venango 

County 4-H member and 4-H Ambassador for the Western PA 

Dairy Goat Association, was on hand to discuss dairy goat top-

ics.  Wyatt Dean, a Lawrence County 4-H member, represented 

the Western PA Pork Producers Association. 

 

Dr. Baver, a Mercer County Veterinarian, presented a veterinary 

science workshop to youth, emphasizing proper health care of 

animals.  Dr. Baver displayed a variety of veterinary medicine 

instruments used in practice, and described their utilization in 

everyday practice.  Discussion on the correct procedures for back 

grounding and how it relates to caring for project animals was 

included as well as safe procedures for handling common health 

issues in livestock. 

 

Dave Hirsch of Hirsch Meats in Kossuth, PA presented a work-

shop on meat science.  Dave discussed the cuts of meat using a 

pork carcass provided by a 4-H family.  As he broke down the 

carcass, the group talked about how proper handling of animals 

was one key to producing a quality carcass for consumption, 

how youth could increase the quality of the product they are rais-

ing, and which cuts came from what part of the carcass. 

 

The second part of this series was a Stockmanôs Contest, coordi-

nated and implemented by Mercer County 4-H Livestock Lead-

ers.  Youth and adults from the Northwest evaluated four classes 

of livestock, completed a management quiz, evaluated a safety 

display, and had to identify feed, equipment, breeds, and cuts of 

meat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Results for the Junior Division: 

1. Angie Moose (Mercer); 2. Drew Kralj (Venango); 3. Shelby 

Dean (Lawrence); 4. Daelyn Gilson (Mercer); 5. James Moore 

(Mercer) 

 

 

Results for the Senior Division: 

1. Sarah Kaltenbaugh (Mercer/Lawrence); 2. Cody McKean 

(Mercer); 3. Corrine Livingston (Crawford); 4. Kaitlin Liszka 

(Mercer); 5. Dillon Gibner (Crawford) 

 

Overall Winner: Sarah Kaltenbaugh 

Dave Hirsch presenting the meat science workshop  

Left to right: Corrine Livingston, Deb Donnell, Angie 
Moose, Shelby Dean, Drew Kralj and Cody McKean.  
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Strawberry Roundup, A Great Tradition In      

Lancaster County 

By Amanda Good 
 

Five-hundred dollars for a quart of strawberries! That was the 

record setting bid during the Lancaster County 4-H Strawberry 

Round-Up, held June 3rd at the Lancaster Farm and Home Cen-

ter. Thirty-six 4-H members competed in the annual event spon-

sored by the Lancaster Rotary Club.  Members participated in 

one of three divisions.  Division 1 consisted of first year straw-

berry project members.  During their first year members docu-

ment their hard work and expenses going towards their project in 

their record book which is submitted for judging in place of ac-

tual berries.  Division 2 is made up of first time strawberry 

showers while Division 3 members have shown berries for more 

than one year.   

 

While the youth participated in a strawberry skill-a-thon and 

made strawberry freezer jam, their project books and quarts of 

berries were judged. ñWe try to look at the strawberries from a 

consumer standpoint,ò said John Shenk, strawberry judge.  

ñWhat would make somebody choose a particular box of berries 

at the grocery store.ò  Berries are evaluated on appearance, over-

all uniformity, softness and flavor according to Shenk.  

 

Following the activities and judging, 4-H members and their 

families joined the Rotary Club for lunch, followed by an auc-

tion of the strawberries exhibited.  Harold Keller, who has served 

as auctioneer of this event for close to forty years, volunteered 

his services again this year.  His son, Tim Keller, also served as 

an auctioneer for the event with the help of Andy Keller and 

Austin Beiler.  Rotary members contributed a total of $1,770.00 

toward the 4-H membersô projects.  

 

ñThe Roundup is a great tradition in Lancaster County. Weôre 

very fortunate to have all the support from members of the com-

munity and Rotary,ò said Amanda Good, 4-H Coordinator. ñItôs 

amazing to see a quart of strawberries sell for one hundred dol-

lars or more!ò  

 

First year members received ribbons and a small cash prize for 

their efforts. Grand Champion and Reserve Champions were 

named in Division 2 and Division 3. Nichole Murphy, of Eliza-

bethtown, was named Grand Champion, receiving $300 for her 

quart of strawberries, and Lydia Fetterman, of Kirkwood, was 

Reserve Champion, receiving a bid of $50.  Division 3 included 

youth who have shown berries more than once.  Matthew Au-

ment, of Quarryville, was named Grand Champion, and received 

$500 for his winning berries.  Joanna Neisley, of Marietta, was 

named Reserve Champion, and received a bid of $250.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Auctioneer Harold Keller with Division 3 Grand Cham-
pion winner Matthew Aument.  Matthew received a 

$500 bid for his winning strawberries. 

Strawberry buyers 
Alex and Matthew 

Hartzler pose with 

Division 3 Reserve 
Champion Winner 

Joanna Niesley of 

Marietta after placing 
the winning bid of 

$250.  

4-H members placed a class 
of strawberries based on 

appearance, uniformity and 

color.  


