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Celebrate 4-H 

by- Christy Bartley 
 

While the summer is at its busiest, 

the youth involved in our 4-H 

Youth Development programs are 

probably showing their best work. 

They are learning how to live independently as 

they move to camp for four to five days. They 

are mastering leadership roles as they serve as 

camp counselors, club officers, mentors for 

younger youth, and organizers for summer ac-

tivities. They are sharing their generosity as 

they spruce up town gardens and fair grounds 

and involve themselves in other community 

service activities. Although you may not have 

the time for a lot of fanfare right now, be sure 

to keep notes so when submissions for awards 

are due, you have the right person in mind.  
 

Also, be sure to continue to visit the 4-H Share-

Point site for the latest updates on the strategic 

plan. The SharePoint address is http://

sharepoint.ag.psu.edu/coext/default.aspx. Your 

user id is: ag\xxx## (use the id used for email 

log in). Your password is also the password 

used for email log in. Click on 4-H Youth De-

velopment. There is information on the site on 

how to use shared documents and how to check 

out documents. If you click on the Shared 

Documents button, you will see the information 

currently available concerning the 4-H strategic 

plan. The latest document to be updated is the  

4-H mission statement. You may add com-

ments or edit the documents so become en-

gaged in developing the strategic plan that will 

guide our work. During in-service week, Sep-

tember 2-4 the 4-H Youth Development Natu-

ral Working Group will be meeting to discuss 

plans for working in program teams. The strate-

gic plan will help to guide our work.  
 

Thank you for the extra efforts you are making 

to ensure a safe, productive summer for mem-

bers and adults in the PA 4-H program. In addi-

tion to your very busy schedules, I know you 

are engaging potential new members through 

day camps, fair activities, and a variety of other 

opportunities. Please remember to take time 

with family and for yourself so you can refresh 

and revitalize. 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS : 
 

 

The 2008 4-H Calendar can be found at:   

http://pa4h.cas.psu.edu 

 

Future Dates to Remember and Mark Down 
Penn State Conservation Leadership School  

(For High School Students) 

Session 2 : July 6-12, 2008, Penn State 

July 10ï Last day to register for 4-H State Achievement Days 

July 25ï Nomination for National Dairy Conference Due 

August 5-7ï 4-H State Achievement Days 

August 20thï Farm Safety & Health Quiz Bowl 

August 25 Outstanding 4-H Horse Member Nominations Due  

Fall In -Service, September 2-4, 2008 

Spring In-Service, March 3-6, 2009 

Western PA 4-H Small Animal Show Saturday, September 

20, Greene County Fairgrounds 

 

Happy 4th of July 

http://sharepoint.ag.psu.edu/coext/default.aspx
http://sharepoint.ag.psu.edu/coext/default.aspx
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Central Region Seeks 4-H Volunteer Input  

 by- Debra C. Burrows  
 

During National Volunteer Week (April 28th ï May 3rd), Penn 

State Cooperative Extension offices in the Central Region be-

gan conducting a comprehensive survey of 4-H volunteers. 

 

Volunteers have a unique perspective on the 4-H programs in 

which they volunteer and their input will contribute to ongoing 

program evaluation efforts and help Central Region counties 

keep abreast of changes.  Knowledge gained from the surveys 

will help the region better provide volunteers with the support, 

resources and training needed to maximize their effective-

ness. Information provided by the volunteers will guide future 

volunteer development activities in the region with the goal of 

making high quality, current, relevant, and easily accessible 

resources and training available to both volunteers and staff 

who work with volunteers. 

 

The volunteer surveys were tailored specifically to 4-H volun-

teers. Although participation is voluntary, Extension educators 

are hoping for a high completion rate in each county so that 

everyoneôs voice will be heard. The confidential surveys will 

be sent to volunteers via e-mail, will take approximately 30 

minutes to complete, and can be done online. Volunteers with-

out Internet access will receive paper copies of the survey, 

which can be completed and returned in sealed, postage paid, 

addressed envelopes provided by the Extension Office in each 

Central Region county.  

 

The surveys focus on areas critical to successful 4-H program 

operation including volunteer expertise and training; satisfac-

tion with volunteer assignment; communication; availability of 

resources, volunteer access to and preferences for using vari-

ous information technology applications such as e-mail, blogs, 

wikis, and online courses; volunteer recruitment, and sugges-

tions for program improvement.   

 

The surveys were developed through the efforts of Central 

Region Director Mary Jo Depp-Nestlerode, Ph.D., Debra Bur-

rows, Volunteer Development Educator for the Central Region 

and Nancy Ellen Kiernan, Ph.D., Program Evaluator for the 

College of Agricultural Sciences.   The Central Region is com-

prised of 17 counties including Clinton, Lycoming, Centre, 

Montour, Columbia, Union, Northumberland, Snyder, Elk, 

Cameron, Potter, McKean, Jefferson, Clearfield, Juniata, Mif-

flin, and Huntingdon. 

 

For additional information contact Debra Burrows, Central 

Region Volunteer Development Educator, at (570) 726-0022. 

 

County Council Excitement! 

by-  Mya Rushton 

 
As July steadily approaches and the heat of 

summer creeps in the anticipation of summer 

events, vacations, and picnics seem to keep 

us all very busy!  The show (work) must go 

on though and I know you are all working 

diligently with your County Councils to 

make the July 1st award application deadline.  

Please remember that the application must be 

received by July 1st, 2009 to be considered for this yearôs 

award.  Please send all information to: 

 
Mya Rushton 

002A Ferguson Building 

University Park, PA 16802 

 
A special congratulations to Centre Countyôs  County Coun-

cil. They had a successful fundraiser at the Childrenôs Fair in 

Bellefonte and are working hard to prepare for their upcom-

ing exchange with Minnesota! 

 

2009 PA Farm Show Quilt 

Block Contest 

byï Jan Scholl 

 
The theme for the 2009 ñQuilt Block 

Contestò will be black and white and red 

all over.  Each Block must be 12 İòx 12 

İò including seam allowance. Rules 

state that blocks must be 100% cotton, pre-washed and 

treated to prevent bleeding with no buttons, charms or paint. 

One entry per exhibitor for judging. Blocks will become the 

property of the Family Living Section of the Farm Show. 

Items will be constructed with proceeds benefiting the Farm 

Show Scholarship Foundation. Entries must be submitted in 

person or by mail to the Family Living Department, PA 

Farm Show Complex, 2300 North Cameron St., Harrisburg, 

PA 17110-9943 after 10/01/2008. Include the following in-

formation which is needed on the entry tag: Dept. #24, Sec. 

#14, Quilt Block Class, Your Name, address, county, and 

phone#.  Include your social security number if you wish to 

be considered for the following monetary awards.  Premi-

ums: 1st - $50.00  2nd - $30  3rd - $20  4th - $15  5th - $10 

Around the State in 4-H 
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OPERATION MILITYARY KIDS ï Hero Packs 

by- Susan Smith 
 

 

Do you know that an estimated 35,000+ Pennsylvania children 

have at least one parent currently serving in the military?  Do 

you know that the PA National Guard has up to 7,000 soldiers 

expected to deploy in the next few months?  Do you know that   

4-H is a national partner with Operation: Military Kids?  Do you 

know that you have ñmilitary families in your own backyardò? 

 

Over the past several months, Pennsylvania Operation: Military 

Kids has been working with several organizations across the 

state of Pennsylvania to support children who have a deployed 

parent. One means of support is the distribution of Hero Packs to 

school age youth. The Hero Pack is a backpack with school sup-

plies and communication materials so children can keep in touch 

with their parents. The packs also have some fun items like base-

balls, sunglasses, and books.  The hero packs are a way to hand-

deliver a salute to military children and youth for their strength 

and sacrifices while parents are deployed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pennsylvania 4-H has been involved with Hero Packs since the 

first shipment of Hero Packs arrived in the summer of 2007.  

Hero Packs were filled at 2007 4-H State Achievement Days.  

4-H members have also written notes of support to the children 

not only at State Achievement Days but also at club activities 

throughout the year. Assistance is needed to distribute the packs. 

Since 4-H is in every county, it makes sense that 4-H should try 

to take the lead on this opportunity. Various extension offices 

from around the state have already coordinated presentation of 

packs to military kids in their communities.  Some examples of 

what other clubs have done include making presentations at 4-H  

 

 

 

 

 

round-ups, inviting recipients to a club meeting or special club 

event, and presenting at community-based events.  The Hero 

Packs come with a small parent pack that has information about 

each of the cooperating organizations and resources for military  

families. On the state level, we have included the 4-H Head, 

Heart, Hands, and Health brochure. You may also want to in-

clude additional information about your local program. 

 

Many of you will be, if not already, contacted by Susan Smith, 

Project Coordinator for Pennsylvania Operation Military Kids, 

for assistance in coordinating distribution of packs to youth in 

your community.  If you are interested in your 4-H members  

becoming involved with the program through writing notes of 

support or gathering donations to place in the hero packs, please 

contact Susan Smith at 814-865-2264 or sjs52@psu.edu.  

Through working together, we can all provide support to 

ñmilitary families in our own backyardò.   

Neffôs 4-H Clover Club in Lehigh County presented the Kashuba 

family with Hero Packs as the father serves in Afghanistan. L-R: 

Lillie Geiger, Hannah Geiger, Kalali, Tessa, Kashuba, Alex, 

Mike, and Jason Kashuba, Katherine Miller, Lesya Hrycenko. Example of a Hero Pack that kids receive 

Bobbi Jo Simcox presents 2 

Clinton County children with 

special hero packs during 

ñBest of Clinton Countyò 

festivities  

mailto:sjs52@psu.edu

