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April showers have come in May allowing us many plan-
ning days for the busy summer months ahead. As we move
through the next few months filled with many activities
and events, remember the importance of the 4-H program
to the positive development of youth, and the experiential
education the program provides.

Eric McGinnis and | attended the national 4-H leadership
meeting in April. This was the first time that fund develop-
ment officers and state program leaders met together on
the national level. Both of us gained a better understanding
of the programming we do and the challenges each of us
faces. Here are some notes from the national meeting:

e The National Institute for Food and Agriculture (The
Institute) has been established to mirror the functions
of other Institutes like the National Institute of Health
or the National Science Institute particularly for dis-
tributing grant funds. A major difference is that The
Institute has a major educational component that the
other institutes do not have. The 4-H program pro-
vided the greatest amount of input about The Institute
when the request for comments was announced in the
Federal Register. Thanks to all of you who partici-
pated in that process.

e A national search will begin for the Director of 4-H
Youth Development.

volunteerism can be used to further enhance the 4-H
program.
e There needs to be an identification of national metrics

value of the 4-H program?

quarters by mid-summer.

SET evaluation.

announced this month.

e President Obamads emphada
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for the program so we can all talk about the 4-H program with one voice. Our efforts in Pennsylvania will
position us well in these efforts. How can members and alumni help share our message? What is the street

e The IRS is still reviewing EIN numbers from states. They will provide an update to National 4-H Head-

e National 4-H Headquarters is working on a national research agenda. They also have funding for a national

e National 4-H Council has been working on some global opportunities for the 4-H program called Imagine-
Nations. Robotics and agricultural sciences grant opportunities will be announced in the future. Potential

funders are looking for a workforce development emphasis in grant applications.
e The 4-H National Youth Science Day on October 7, 2009 will focus on biofuels. The experiment should be

about the nat.i
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Science Unwrapped Discover the Science in Food2009 4H WILDLIFE WINNERS

By Joann E. Logan

4-H Youth members across
Pennsylvania will do the
unwrapping as they prepare
themselves for the Food,
Nutrition and Food Science
Contest at the PA State 4-H
Achievement Days to be
held in July. The contest is
organized in collaboration
with Extension Educators
and the College of Agricul-
tural Sciences at Penn State.

The state level competition tests 4-H Youth member
knowledge of basic nutrients in food and their contribution
to health and wellness. The members will also need to
have a working knowledge of food handling and safe food
preparation practices. The contest includes two hands-on
components i members will participate in food evaluation
and product development activities that are bound to
sharpen their tasting senses and bring out the critical think-
ing, creative flair and marketing sense among 4-H Youth
members.

2009 will be the second year for the Food, Nutrition and
Food Science Contest at the Pennsylvania State 4-H
Achievement Days. The contest is a sequential educa-
tional experience to the local 4-H Foods and Nutrition and
Food Production Projects. 4-H members will have a plat-
form to learn through hands-on experiences and appreciate
the magnitude of the US food system ranging from food
production to food processing, distribution, and retail.

The PA State 4-H Achievement Days will be held between
July 27-29, 2009 at the University Park campus of Penn
State. 4-H members need to contact their extension educa-
tors if they think they could be the next Milton Hershey or
Henry Heinz, two pioneering individuals who put Pennsyl-
vania on the map of the food world.

4-H Youth Development

By Sanford Smith

Teens from across Pennsy
wil dlife habitat eval uHt
Wildlife Field Day, on April 18, 2009 at Rock Springs,
PA. The five high scorers in the Senior Division were
Stephanie Beardsley of York County, Kelsey Keller of
Westmoreland County, Daniel Picone of York County,
Luke Beardsley also of York County, and Joe Buzard of
Venango County. Four of these five 4-Hers will form a
state-level team to compete at the National Wildlife Habi-
tat Evaluation Invitatio
Louisiana, this summer. Over 150 youth and adults par-
ticipated in the field day activities this year. There are
both competitive and non-competitive options at the

event. The non-competitive option, organized for youth
ages7-12, focused on Pennsy

their habitat. All counties are encouraged to participate in
for

2010, itodos fun al I!
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Dr. Gary San Julian is shown explaining the useful adapta-
tions of talons, the feet of bird's of prey, to a small group in
the Explorer's track at the 2009 4-H Wildlife Field

Day. Other School of Forest Resources faculty involved in
the event included Drs. Margaret Brittingham, Jacqualine
Grant, and Sanford Smith.

O Contact Dennis Murphy (djm13@engr.psu.edu) about Farm Safety &
Health Quiz Bowl teams

Recruit a club to write thank-you notes for Military youth
¢  Recruit members & families to attend 4-H Night at the Spikes
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Horse Clinic for McKean County 4-H Members
By Ann Dunnkerton

On Saturday, April 18, more than 40 youth and adults from
PA and N gathered at the Horse Ring on the McKean
County Fairgrounds for a Horse Clinic sponsored by the
McKean County 4-H Horse Program. The program began
with McKean County 4-H members Rachel Speaker, Caleb
Cooper, and Jeff Moore displaying the proper attire for
English and Western showmanship. Equine Educator Lew
Trumble was on hand to guide the youth in horsemanship
skills, while Mary DeGolier from the Pony Club taught
showmanship. A third station featured ethics train-

ing. After lunch, the youth were given riding time, fol-
lowed by a question and answer period.

LEFT: Rachel Speaker
from the 4-H Wranglers and
Pony Club demonstrates
proper attire for English
showmanship.

BELOW: Lew Trumble, 4-H
Equine Educator, watches Jor-
dan Brown of the Pony Club
demonstrate horsemanship
skills.
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Lew Trumble, 4-H Equine Educator, taches orseman—
ship skills at the McKean County fairgrounds.

Lew Trumble, 4-H Equine Educator, teaches horseman-
ship skills while Kylie Bosworth of the McKean 4-H

Lew Trumble,4-H Equine Educator, teaches horsemanship
skills to Kylie Weaver of the McKean 4-H Wranglers.




Camp Grants Awarded

The 4-H Camp Endowment provides small grants to counties to
support camping scholarship for youth who would not otherwise
be able to attend camp as a camper or counselor. Each year the
grants are due in January and awarded in early spring. This

year d6s awards

went to the f

Delaware, Lehigh, McKean, Montgomery, Potter, Schuylkill,
Snyder, and Somerset. These counties will be expected to pro-
vide a brief report at the end of their camping season.

4-H Fundraising Up-
date

Year-to-Date
Commitments: $270,920
Receipts: $177,877

Total Number of 4-H Endow-
ments
62

4-H Endowment Book Value
$1,735.311

Number of Counties w/ Endow-
ments
29

4-H Keystone Society
Update

PA 4-H Keystone Society Com-

mitments
$335,704

Number of 4-H Keystone Society member who can help you

members
79 entities or households

From Dan Neslerode:

The PA 4-H Keystone
Society continues to grow
endowed support for county
4-H programs. We 6 r e d
ing well, but
there yet. We would like to
see total commitments

reach $1 million by the end

of the calendar year. In

order to do this, we need
everyonedls su
those who are actively
working in their counties to
either establish an endow-
ment or grow their existing
endowment, thank you for
your leadership. For coun-
ties that need more support

or information on how to
better leverage your
countyds reso
tively partner with us in this
effort, please contact your
local Regional Direc-

tor. He or she will be able

to put you in touch with a

4-H Development Council

in your efforts to grow en-
dowed support to sustain
4-H forever.

4-H Youth Development

Discovery Communications and 44 Teaming Up

4-H6er s have a great o pDiscoveryu
Education 3M Young Scientist Challengethe premiere middle
school science competition in the nation. This competition is for
students in fifth through eighth grades and is designed to encour-
ageé alpassion for grience,cand to promets the imPartanad 6f scir
ence communication. Discovery Education and 3M are, like 4-H,
commi tted to engaging Amer.
and technology education. Do not miss this opportunity to show-
case 4-H youth and your state! For full entry details and more on
the Discovery Education 3M Young Scientist Challenge
please visit www.youngscientistchallenge.com. In the summer,
semifinalists will be chosen from 50 states and the District of
Columbia. In October, ten finalists will win an all expenses paid
trip to New York to compete in a series of challenges. Head
Judge Steve Jacobs, ScCi enc e
and founder of Faraday Studios, will select the winner at the

final event! The top young scientist will receive $50,000 in
U.S. Savings Bonds!

OThe deadline for entry is May 20, 2009vhich we recognize is
dUiiekRy approachifg! but we hope that many of our 4-H o6 e r s
be able to enter before the deadline. Some may be able to adapt
their current science, engineering and technology projects-- if
they relate to one of the competition's four topics! If you have
any questions, e-mail YSC@Discovery.com.
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By Phil Hoy

Pennsylvania 4-H has teamed up with the State

ay

Col | ege Sp ikkYauh Athieve-
ment Nighto at -Hinee-
bers, families, and 4-H leaders are invited to
participate in the 4-H Youth Achievement

Ni ght 06 at triday, Julya10,2008.The Spiken
play at Medlar Field at Lubrano Park on the Penn State, Uni-

R

Y Viersit§ Fark Campus® Thé Spikes will be hosting the James-

town Jammers.

The Spikes began during the 2006 New York-Penn League's
season. Spikes are a short-season Class-A affiliate of the Pitts-
burgh Pirates. They share Medlar Field at Lubrano Park with the
Penn State baseball team.

Tickets will be $4.00 for all members, leaders, and family mem-
bers. Ticket orders are due to Phil Hoy at phoy@psu.edu or 116
Ferguson Building, University Park, PA 16802 by May 29,
2009
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Cambria County 4-H, Conococheague FFA
Winners in Grassland Evaluation Contest

Cambria County 4-H team members Ben Bard, Robert Ve-
neskey, Annie Cekada, and Mark Mastrine took first place in the
2009 Grasslands Evaluation Contest held at Penn State Univer-
sity on May 5. Earning a $500 college scholarship each, the
teamds cumul ative score was

At 768 points, the Conococheague FFA club comprised of Jacob
Blake, Tyler Funk, Garrison Plessinger, and Alex Fahnestock
from Mercersburg, Franklin County secured second place in the
competition, each winning a $250 college scholarship. As the
highest scoring individual, Ben Bard of Portage, Pennsylvania
earned an additional $500 college scholarship.

Thirteen teams from school FFA chapters and 4-H groups across
the Commonwealth used soil surveys, aerial photos, maps, and
other tools to assess the condition of land plots designed to
mimic a typical pasture used for livestock grazing. Using a pre-
determined set of | andowner
strated their knowledge of grassland management in four catego-
ries: grassland condition, soil interpretation, wildlife habitat and
plant identification. Understanding these conditions allows a
landowner to identify the best management decisions that will
maximize profits while sustaining the land. A well-managed
grazing system means healthy soil and clean water and air for
people, wildlife, and fish, as well as, lowered costs, improved
herd health, and reduced labor on the farm.

The knowledge students learn as a result of preparing for the
contest will serve them well whether they plan to be farmers or
wildlife habitat manager s.
and Development Council sponsored the contest and has
awarded more than $15,000 in scholarships to students to attend
college. Natural Resources Conservation Service provided tech-
nical assistance and Penn State University contributed technical
assistance and the facilities to hold the contest. The Centre
County Conservation District coordinated lunch for the stu-
dents. Contributors to the Youth Scholarship Fund this year in-
cluded county conservation districts, SW Chapter Project Grass
and the Pennsylvania Livestock Association.

Both the Cambria 4-H team, coached by Virgil Wilford and Lou
Kopczyk, and Conococheague, coached by Herb Hoffeditz, are
eligible to compete in the Mid-America Grassland Evaluation
Contest in Missouri June 9-10.

Contact: Sherene Hess, 724-853-5555 x116
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Proposal Prep Webinar Series

An announcement was sent to the 4-H Natural Work Group and
Program Team chairs about webinars available for those com-
pleting the program proposals for reframing. The webinars are
intended to help teams developing the program proposals by
explaining the proposal process and materials, and resources for
co@pletéhg ppoposals. Eash sessiontwill doflow ¢he sgme gereral
format and content, so you can choose a date and time that best
fits your schedule. At least half of each session will be devoted
to questions and answers. To connect to the webinar series go to:
https://breeze.psu.edu/reframing. Dates and times for the ses-
sions are:

Tuesday, May 12, 1:30-2:30

Thursday, May 21, 9:30-10:30

Wednesday, May 27, 11:00-12 noon

Wednesday, June 3, 11:00-12 noon

Tuesday, June 9, 3:30-4:30
For more information about the state program proposal prepara-
tion process, please contact me. You may also visit the Proposal
Br&p ShardP@nk ske.at: h&pd/shdtepotidibBu@du/todxt@

ProposalPrep.

4-H State Daysi July 2009
By Phil Hoy

The 2009 Pennsylvania 4-H State Achievement Days is sched-
uled for July 28-30, 2009 to be held at Penn State, University
Park campus. Attached is the 4-H Educator Handbook that has
information about the 2009 Pennsylvania 4-H State Achievement
Days. Regular registration will be from May 15 through June
B Lt registrationwillibe.from Jeng %7 Girguahclidy 2.cThisy
year registration costs will be the same as last year: $135 full-
time regular registration, $175 full-time late registration, $85
part-time regular registration, and $100 part-time late registra-
tion. Descriptions of the contests are posted on the 4-H State
Days site at: http://pa4h.cas.psu.edu/77.htm .

There are five non-competitive events this year: The Apprentice,
Career Exploration, State Chorus, Puppetry, and Leadership.

The 4-H member handbook as well as an adult handbook for the
2009 4-H State Achievement Days will be posted on the 4-H
State Days site. Please keep in mind that we will have the ser-
vice learning projects again this year on Tuesday afternoon.
There will be a list of items needed for the service learning pro-
jects.
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County Council Numbers on the Rise!
By Mya R. Rushton

Over the past few months county council development across Pennsylvania has been
gaining speed and | have had the opportunity to speak with the educators and youth that are making it all happen!

Out of 67 counties, 37 currently have functioning county
councils. And an additional 7 have begun to develop!

So what makes a successful county council?

Hereds what the educators say.
e Retain membership by having a representative from each club serve on the council
e Keep interest through word of mouth give your council independence
e Allow the council to create the meeting agendas
e Do a yearly calendar, that way school function conflicts are minimal
Produce media, fliers, newsletters, websites, announcements
Offer new parent/new member meetings
Offer officer training
If the youth have a great time & feel purposeful they will do the advertising for you
Get parents involved
Offer county council as a rung on the Leadership ladder. Leads to multi -county and state level events and positions
Allow the council to d ecide on events, fundraiser and service projects. Let them
develop the programs and run with them
Always have officers, it gives the members something to strive for
Send postcard reminders to members reminding them that they are eligible for council and describe what the council is
currently working on
Have council members report on council happenings to their clubs regularly
Use parliamentary procedure

re6s what the kids sayé

County Council membership looks great on a resume

It gives me the experience to be a leader & has helped me to become more outgoing
County council has given me confidence

To learn leadership skills

To learn to work with the public and use the skills learned at other activities
County Council is fun because we are in charge

We get to decide on events & programs

It is rewarding, we are in touch with what is going on in our community

We benefit the community

Make new friends...networking

Feel better prepared to get involved at College

Congratulations to all those County Councils out there
GREAT JOB!
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Patreese Ingram Named Administrative Fellow

The Administrative Fellows Program at Penn State  processes, learning activities, and program manage-
provides professional development opportunities ment that provide a better understanding of the

for faculty and staff who are mentored by a senior  challenges of higher education administration.

|l evel administrator. Patreesed6s mentor is Rojne
Erickson, Executive Vice President and Provost.

The objectives of the program are to identify fac-

ulty and staff who have potential for effective lead-

ership; to increase awareness of the complexity of

issues facing higher education and to enhance un-

derstanding of the environment in which decisions

are being made; and to provide opportunities for

participation in a wide range of decision-making

Win Great Prizes! Create a 4H SET Video!

Get ready to create your own 3-5 minute video that helps staff and volunteers implement SEBetween May
81 June 19" video entries will be accepted. More information will be coming your way soon at http://4-h.org/
set/videochallenge T but start creating NOW! Here are the basics:

Who can enter?i Any 4-H educator, volunteer, staff member or specialist
Format? i 3-5 minute digital video that can be posted to the internet
Prizes?- Will be Amazon.com gift certificates and include:
2 - $1,000 prizes
2 - $500 prizes
2 - $400 prizes
What?The video must help facilitatorsé better

SET Content

SET Experiential Learning

SET Hands-On Learning

Science Inquiry

SET Process (Abilities)

SET Content i specific to the new The Power of the Wincurriculum (extra points!)

Watch for more information coming your way soon. If you have questions in the meantime, contact Pam
Garza 1 pgarza@fourhcouncil.edu or Kirk Astroth T kastroth@cals.arizona.edu

Start filming today and use the great new videos to help you with your filmmaking --- www.4-H.org/
curriculum/fimmaking.
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your participation or visit.

This publication is available in alternative media on request.

Penn State encourages persons with disabilities to participate in its programs and activities. If you anticipate needing any type of
accommodation or have questions about the physical access provided, please contact Christy Bartley 814-863-3828 in advance of

The Pennsylvania State University is committed to the policy that all persons shall have equal access to programs, facilities, ad-
mission, and employment without regard to personal characteristics not related to ability, performance, or qualifications as deter-
mined by University policy or by state or federal authorities. It is the policy of the University to maintain an academic and work
environment free of discrimination, including harassment. The Pennsylvania State University prohibits discrimination and harass-
ment against any person because of age, ancestry, color, disability or handicap, national origin, race, religious creed, sex, sexual
orientation, or veteran status. Discrimination or harassment against faculty, staff, or students will not be tolerated at The Pennsyl-
vania State University. Direct all inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policy to the Affirmative Action Director, The Penn-
sylvania State University, 328 Boucke Building, University Park, PA 16802-5901, Tel 814-865-4700/V, 814-863-1150/TTY.




