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From the State Program Leaderôs Desk   

by Christy Bartley 
 

At a recent Deanôs meeting, we were asked to thank everyone for their recruitment 

efforts. As you bring 4-H members to campus and encourage them to participate in 

the many opportunities provided through 4-H and Penn State, they develop a strong 

connection to the Land Grant University. Undergraduate enrollment in the College was up by 8% this year, 

and up 22% over the last three years. Thank you for your efforts on behalf of youth across the Common-

wealth. 

 

This fall has been a busy time for the State 4-H Office. Phil Hoy and Mya Rushton are back with the program 

full time. Five years ago, Phil had taken the opportunity to work on the CYFAR grant as the YET coordina-

tor. The YET CYFAR grant has ended so Phil has moved back into his position as Youth Program Manage-

ment Coordinator. In his role, Phil will be working on our state level programs such as 4-H Capital Days and 

4-H State Achievement Days as well as coordinating and managing curriculum. Mya has returned from ma-

ternity leave to her position as teen program coordinator. This position was originally developed at Daney 

Jacksonôs request to enhance the quality of teen programs occurring in the counties and to ensure those youth 

are moving up the leadership ladder to Leadership Conference and 4-H State Council. It soon became obvi-

ous that Myaôs work must link to recruitment and retention of 4-H members so her marketing knowledge will 

be used to enhance those efforts also. 

 

The 4-H Web site will be getting a new look as we focus the site on information for both future and current 

members and volunteers. We will be moving much of the information currently on the site for our extension 

educators and faculty to the 4-H SharePoint site, http://sharepoint.ag.psu.edu/coext/4-HYouthDev/

default.aspx. Right now, you are able to provide input for the draft strategic plan on the SharePoint site. You 

may also add calendar items and share documents with other 4-H educators across the state. Be sure to visit 

the site to become familiar with the resources available. We will let you know as more items are moved to the 

site. 

 

It was great to see many of you at the Extension Annual Conference. As we work through the process for 

establishing the 4-H Youth Development Natural Work Group and the program teams, I truly appreciate your 

willingness to be engaged, your questions that make us think about next steps and why, and your insight into 

how we can work as state teams. I look forward to continuing our efforts throughout the fall, winter, and 

spring to develop specific program descriptions for each of our teams. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS : 
The 2008 4-H Calendar can be found at:   

http://pa4h.cas.psu.edu 
 

Future Dates to Remember and Mark Down 
November 7ðEarly Bird Registration for Leadership Conference Ends 

November 15ðFair Funds Application Due 

November 20ðUp For the Challenge Curriculum Training  

November 28ï Dec.2ðNational  4-H Congress 
December 1ðSalute to Excellence nominations due to state     4-H office 
December 15ðLast Day to register for Leadership Conference  
December 3-4ðTools of the Trade training  
March 3-6, 2009ðSpring In-Service 
January 30ðCamp Endowment Grant Applications Due 
January 30 - February 1ðLeadership Conference: Dive into Leadership 
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The Homemakers Country Quilters  

By Nancy Stevens  

 

The Homemakers Country Quilters have met at the Montgomery 

County 4-H Center for over 20 years. Over the years the mem-

bers have generously donated time and money toward the county 

4-H program. They set up a quilting frame at the 4-H fair annu-

ally and demonstrate how to quilt to the many visitors at the fair. 

Several quilt club members had expressed an interest in teaching 

young people the art of quilting, but this had never been pursued. 

When we received a copy of the "Quilt Quest" 4-H curriculum, I 

immediately shared this with several of the members, and they 

were enthusiastic about offering this to a group of young sewers. 

 

We decided to run a 4-H Quilt Club on five consecutive Satur-

days in early 2008. A total of eleven adult quilters agreed to help 

with the club on various weeks. The FCS educator organized the 

group and also helped with the teaching. Quilt club members 

donated fabric, and kits were made for each participant. We 

charged each participant $20 and supplied all fabric, batting, 

thread, machines, and notions. Seven young girls completed the 

five patch lap quilt project. Only two of the participants had ever 

used a sewing machine before and none had used rotary cutters 

and other quilting tools prior to the sessions. Both the youth and 

the adults were enthusiastic about the success of the experience, 

and the Homemakers Country Quilters are looking forward to 

teaching another 4-H quilting course in the future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4-H Day with the Lady Lions 

By Phil Hoy 

You are invited to participate in the 4-H Day with the Lady Li-

ons on Sunday, February 15, 2009.  The Lady Lions will be 

hosting the Iowa Hawkeyes. 

 

PAE4-HA has been working with Penn State Athletics to bring 

you this game.  This will be the 16th year for the 4-H Day with 

the Lady Lions.  Tickets will be $1.00 for all members, leaders, 

and family members.  Parking is available in the lot adjacent to 

the Bryce Jordan Center and next to Beaver Stadium.  Ticket 

orders are due to Phil Hoy by December 19, 2008. 

 

Also February 15th will be "WBCA PINK ZONE DAY" that 

supports breast cancer research. Everyone is encouraged to wear 

pink that day.  Official WBCA PINK ZONE DAY t-shirts are 

available on the WBCA PINK ZONE DAY website at: http://

gopsusports.cstv.com/sports/w-baskbl/spec-rel/pink-zone.html.   

The Lady Lions and the Iowa Hawkeyes will be wearing special 

pink uniforms for the game, in recognition of "WBCA PINK 

ZONE DAY ". 

 

We will also have a room set up prior to the game for 4-H fami-

lies to visit and have a chance to win a door prize.  Again this 

year displays will be set up on the mezzanine level highlighting 

Penn State departments and activities available through the 4-H 

program. 

 

 

 

http://gopsusports.cstv.com/sports/w-baskbl/spec-rel/pink-zone.html
http://gopsusports.cstv.com/sports/w-baskbl/spec-rel/pink-zone.html
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Cost Recovery 

By Christy Bartley 
 

As Mya and I are reviewing the Youth Development Annual 

Reports, we would like to review cost recovery guidelines. As 

always, it is up to the extension educator to ensure that guide-

lines are being followed. The guidelines may be found at the 

following Web site: http://extension.psu.edu/ECDhandbook/

finance/CostRecovery.html. A summary of the guidelines fol-

lows: 

 

1. 4-H members are charged a $10.00 educational materials 

fee. 4-H members include all youth in 4-H clubs, 4-H after-

school clubs, 4-H school clubs, etc. Any members listed 

under the first delivery mode, 4-H clubs, on the Youth De-

velopment Annual Report should be paying the $10.00 fee. 

2.  4-H school enrichment classrooms should pay $20.00/

classroom/project for the educational materials fee. The total 

amount may also be obtained from the Youth Development 

Annual Report by noting the number of units reached for 

school enrichment. 

3. 4-H after-school groups that are using 4-H projects and ma-

terials should also pay the $20.00/unit fee. 

 

In the Youth Development Enrollment Program, a form is avail-

able for educators to use to determine the cost recovery fees due. 

The educational materials fees not only help to defray the cost of 

project books, but also help to cover costs of leader materials, 

officer books, membership cards, marketing materials, certifi-

cates, bookmarks, and other items used in the completion of pro-

ject work. In the past, submission of the form with cost recovery 

checks was not required. Unfortunately, this year there are sig-

nificant discrepancies on many annual reports and the amount of 

funds submitted.  

Beginning in 2009, the form must be submitted along with the 

cost recovery check. If there are youth who need support from 

the opportunity fund, the documentation must be submitted. The 

opportunity fund is available for those youth who would other-

wise not be able to participate in the 4-H Youth Development 

Program. It is highly unlikely that every member of a 4-H club 

would meet this requirement. If children are unable to pay the 

entire $10.00 educational materials fee, it is asked that they pay 

at least a portion.   

 

 

 

 

Questions on Reframing Extension 

By Christy Bartley 

 
While working in our 4-H Youth Development Natural Work 

Group at the Extension Annual Conference, I promised to an-

swer questions that we did not have time to answer during our 

session. Here are the first set of questions. 

1. If the 4-H Youth Development Natural Work Group is finding 

ñsolutions to complex problems,ò what ñcomplex problemsò or 

ñissues have been identified? Based on input from extension 

stakeholders the following are some of the issues or complex 

problems that have been identified: positive youth development; 

volunteerism; citizen engagement; food, diet, and health; entre-

preneurship; energy; water quality and quantity; pest prediction 

and response; food safety; human health and safety; and family 

well-being. 

2. Has the 4-H Youth Development Natural Work Group identi-

fied emerging issues and will they effectively address them 

across the state? The Natural Work Group and its subsidiary 

program teams have not yet met to plan specific programs. Until 

that occurs, there can be no decisions on the focus of programs. 

Members of the program teams will be responsible for needs 

assessment and identification of emerging issues. All program 

teams will work on state level programs and will be responsible 

for developing strategies for presenting those programs across 

the state. 

 

Reconnecting Youth with Nature 

By Christy Bartley 

 
Sanford Smith has been selected to participate in the national 

think tank, Reconnecting Youth with Nature: 4-H as an Outdoor 

Classroom. Sandy will be attending the national meeting at the 

University of Arizonaôs Biosphere 2 research complex, January 

13-15, 2009. Congratulations to Sandy. We look forward to his 

report on this effort. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


