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From the State Program Leaderôs Desk   

by Christy Bartley 
 

As I write this article, I have just had the pleasure of spending the last few days 

with a very hard working, top-of-the-line group of people who strive for quality 

and excellence. Yes, that is you, or at least the many of you who had the opportu-

nity to attend NAE4-HA in Rochester. Since many of the states in the Northeast 

Region are small, we must sponsor regional conferences rather than state conferences. It means that our turn to 

put in late nights, early mornings, and long meetings happens a little more often than for states in other regions.  

Pennsylvania was well represented and did an excellent job in fulfilling responsibilities for the conference. Thank 

you for putting your best foot forward. Your combined work strengthens professional development opportunities 

for 4-H educators across the nation. 

 

Speaking of professional development, have you had the chance to log into the Everyone Ready site at http://

nextgeneration.4-h.org/volunteerism.  The first session is now archived but you can access the information. By 

the time this newsletter is distributed, the seminar on new approaches to recruitment will be up and available. 

Donôt delay in signing up since this topic is an important one as you begin the new program year. Even when you 

donôt have the funding to travel to professional development, you can access this opportunity right from your 

office. Become a well informed manager of volunteers today! 

 

The program teams are now actively working on accomplishing the goals and objectives established over the past 

few months. If you have not heard from your program team leaders, you may not be officially signed up. It is 

your responsibility to sign up for the teams and actively engage in the teamôs work. The program team chairs are 

responsible for keeping the group moving forward, not for making sure you have signed up. Check the 4-H 

SharePoint, http://sharepoint.ag.psu.edu/coext/4-HYouthDev, to be sure you are listed as an active member of 

your teams. The staff roles and responsibilities forms will remind you about what you have committed to do. 

 

As many of you know, Phil Hoy accepted a position in the College of Education. His work with volunteers and 

event planning prepared him for his new position. We have received approval to fill this youth program manage-

ment coordinator position and hope to do so in the next few weeks. 

 

Continued to page 2 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS : 
The 2009 4-H Calendar can be found at:   

http://pa4h.cas.psu.edu 
 

Future Dates to Remember and Mark Down 
 

Nov 4ðExtension Annual Conference 
Nov 15ðFair Funds and Ag & Rural Youth Grant App Due to PDA 
Nov 27-Dec 1ðNational Congress 
Dec 18ðState Leadership Conference Registration 
Jan 9-16ðFarm Show 
Jan 13ðFarm Safety & Health Quiz Bowl 
Jan 15ðCamp Grant Application Due 
Jan 29-31ðState Leadership Conference 
Feb 7ð4-H Day with the Lady Lions 
Feb 13ð4-H State Leader Forum 
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Income for the 4-H education materials fee account for the 2009 

program year was about $206,500. Expenditures were about 

$202,500. Expenditures included support for in-house printing 

and external purchasing of project books, hiring a designer for 

leadership project books, and partially supporting state wide dis-

semination of the e-data system. 

 

The 2010 Farm Show premium list is out and available at 

www.farmshow.state.pa.us  

 

Many of you will be having recognition banquets in November 

and December to recognize the accomplishments of 4-H mem-

bers and volunteer leaders. Donôt forget to recognize your own 

accomplishments by entering your work into CASPAR. 

 

Happy Thanksgiving to all. 

 

 

4-H Day with the Lady Lions  
By Phil Hoy 

 

You are invited to participate in the 4-H Day with the Lady Li-

ons on Sunday, February 7, 2010.  The Lady Lions will be 

hosting the Ohio State Buckeyes. 

 

PAE4-HA has been working with Penn State Athletics to bring 

you this game.  This will be the 17th year for the 4-H Day with 

the Lady Lions.  Tickets will be $1.00 for all members, leaders, 

and family members.  Parking is available in the lot adjacent to 

the Bryce Jordan Center and next to Beaver Stadium.  Ticket 

orders are due to Emily Harrison, eph5018@psu.edu by Decem-

ber 9, 2009. 

 

We will also have a room set up prior to the game for 4-H fami-

lies to visit and have a chance to win a door prize.  Again this 

year displays will be set up on the mezzanine level highlighting 

Penn State departments and activities available through the       

4-H program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4-H Team places 7th at National 4-H Forestry In-

vitational Contest 

Carol Schurman 

Three members of the Indiana County 4-H program recently 

represented Pennsylvania at the National 4-H Forestry Invita-

tional Contest held at Jacksonôs Mill 4-H Camp in West Vir-

ginia.  The members earned the right to compete by placing well 

at the state contest held earlier this summer.  Team members and 

coaches pictured are, front row, Sara Beatty and Ashlee Early, 

coach and Limited Team Forester with Tioga State Forest; sec-

ond row, Debbie Beisel, coach and Indiana County 4-H leader, 

Jacob Beisel and Caleb McGaughran.   Ray Beisel, 4-H leader, 

also served as a team coach.  The team placed seventh out of 14 

teams.  Contest components included tree identification, insect 

and disease identification, map skills, compass and pacing skills, 

tree measurement, forest bowl, and forest evaluation.   

 

Stay Up- to -Date with PA 4-H 
PA 4-H Website 

 http://pa4h.cas.psu.edu/ 

PA 4-H State Council pages 

http://ps4-hc.cas.psu.edu/ 

PA 4-H on Facebook    

http://www.facebook.com/search/?

q=pennsylvania+4H&init=quick#/group.php?

gid=8695351837&ref=search&sid=9368120.4176644

221..1 

Find us on TWITTER at @PA4H 
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National 4-H Forestry Invitational Launches a 

New Look Online! 
By David Jackson 

 

 

October 13, 2009--Athens, GA.  

The National 4-H Forestry Invi-

tational has released a com-

pletely redesigned website 

(www.4hforestryinvitational.org) 

and a brand new Facebook 

page!  With the help of Southern 

Regional Extension Forestry 

specialists and funding provided by Farm Credit System (http://

wilkins.sref.info/www/4h/4h/about/sponsors), the website, long 

overdue for an update, has a brand new look and feel!  The pur-

pose of the update was to redesign the site, giving it a more up to 

date look that would appeal to youth audiences.  The Invitational 

committee has also given the site more functionality, with easy 

to access training material and user friendly technological ad-

vances such as online registration and forms.  The site will be 

your main source for information related to the National 4-H 

Forestry Invitational competition.  Check it out! 

 

The National 4-H Forestry Invitational Facebook page will serve 

as a supplement to the redesigned site.  Its purpose is to provide 

an online environment for the Invitational committee, coaches, 

team members, and alumni to interact educationally and so-

cially.  The Invitational administrators will use this site to post 

important news related to the upcoming Invitational along with 

practice questions and fun facts about forestry.  Become a fan of 

the site and you can upload photos from past events, keep up 

with Invitational friends, provide the committee with feedback, 

post memories, and quiz each other in the discussion area!  To 

find the Invitational on Facebook go to our new websiteôs home-

page and click on the "Find Us on Facebook" icon in the lower 

right.  You can also type "National 4-H Forestry Invitational" 

into the search box on your Facebook page or go to the following 

URL:http://www.facebook.com/pages/National-4-H-Forestry-

Invitational/238193525251. 

 

The purpose of the National 4-H Forestry Invitational is to instill 

in our young people an appreciation for the wise use of forest-

lands and to demonstrate the many benefits that forests provide 

including wood products, clean water, wildlife habitat, fresh air, 

and aesthetic beauty. 4-H Foresters learn citizenship and leader-

ship skills as well as practical forest management skills through 

participation in the Invitational. By learning these skills young 

people are better prepared to be future decision makers and lead-

ers who may be dealing with environmental issues in the future.  

 

 

 

 

 

For questions, comments, or additional information, please con-

tact Dave Jackson at Penn State Cooperative Extension, 420 

Holmes Avenue, Willowbank Bldg, Room 322, Bellefonte, PA 

16823; Phone: (814) 355-4897; e-mail: drj11@psu.edu or Dave 

McGill at West Virginia University, P.O. Box 6125, Morgan-

town, WV 26506-6125; Phone: (304) 293-2941 ext.2474; e-mail: 

dmcgill@wvu.edu. 

 

 

4-H Horse Safety Award 
By Amy Murphy 

 

The 2009 4-H Horse Safety Award was presented to the District 

VII 4-H Horse Camp Committee on Saturday night at the State  

4-H Horse Show in Harrisburg, PA. 

 

The District VII Committee is comprised of Somerset, Blair, 

Huntingdon, Cambria, Fulton, and Bedford Counties. The Dis-

trict VII 4-H Horse Camp has been offered annually for the past 

14 years and is hosted at the Bedford County Fairgrounds. An 

average of 53 4-H campers and 15 teen counselors have partici-

pated in the two day overnight event from the six county District 

for the past three years. Campers receive instruction and help 

from 4-H leaders trained in the Horsemanship Skills program. 

Teen Counselors have completed level 1 and 2 skills and can 

share their knowledge with campers. 

 

2009 Horse Camp Committee Members from 

 

Bedford County- Lauren Carpenter, Gillian Johnson- Clark, 

Erin Cromer, Suzanne Marisic, Nora Williams, Judy Clapper, 

Michele Dibert, Heather Clark, Leslie Foore, Rosie Yorty, 

Nicole Miller, Kim Morgart, Rhonda Gould 

 

Blair - Greg & Sue Swope 

 

Cambria- Ginny Biter, Francine Bobal, Johanna Vena 

 

Somerset- Ruth Weaver, Louse Schachte, Lynn Darr 

 

Extension Educators- Joanne Stoltzfus- Somerset, Christine 

Corl- Blair/Huntingdon. Kim McManus- Cambria, Lori Hans-

roth- Fulton, Dwyane Hay- Bedford, Lew Trumble- Equine Ex-

tension Associate. 

http://www.4hforestryinvitational.org
http://wilkins.sref.info/www/4h/4h/about/sponsors
http://wilkins.sref.info/www/4h/4h/about/sponsors
http://www.facebook.com/pages/National-4-H-Forestry-Invitational/238193525251
http://www.facebook.com/pages/National-4-H-Forestry-Invitational/238193525251
mailto:drj11@psu.edu
mailto:dmcgill@wvu.edu
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4-H SET OPPORTUNITY: 2010 ESRI 4-H GIS 

GRANT PROGRAM ANNOUNCED  
 

The ESRI 2010 GIS Grants for 4-H guidelines and application 

are now posted at http://www.esri.com/4-H. Geographic Infor-

mation Systems (GIS) Technology provides a unique and inno-

vative technology path for 4-H youth in their service projects in 

the community that integrate critical thinking, career exploration, 

and civic involvement. The goal of this program is to foster and 

support the integration of geographic information system (GIS) 

applications in 4-H clubs. The ESRI 4-H GIS Grants are also 

proving to be an excellent way of involving new 4-H members 

and adult volunteer leaders. And, 4-H GIS projects have been 

featured at the ESRI International Users Conferences in San 

Diego, with an attendance of over 14,000 people. 
 

The 2010 proposals are due by December 1, 2009. There are 

three levels of grants your 4-H club may seek: 

 

The Getting Started with GIS grant is good for 4-H clubs 

who might be new to technology and GIS software. Youôll 

receive curriculum and software for Windows and Mac.  

 

The Introductory Grant is appropriate for clubs who want to 

learn more about GIS technology, using the same software 

that your local planning office or assessor might use. This 

grant includes ArcView software (windows only), curricu-

lum and virtual campus courses. 

 

The Intermediate Grants are available for 4-H groups who 

have successfully completed the requirements for an intro-

ductory grant from a previous year. At the intermediate level 

the club has the choice of continuing with ArcView (and all 

extensions) or moving up a level to the ArcGIS Editor level. 

At the intermediate level, clubs may also request to receive 

American Forests CITYgreen software, an ArcGIS exten-

sion that is used by many parks departments and forestry 

companies to evaluate the health of trees and the contribu-

tions to our world that trees provide. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4-H Camp Grant Available 

By Christy Bartley 
 

4-H camp participant awards are available through the 4-H 

Camp Endowment. This endowment has supported youth who 

may not otherwise be able to attend a residential or day camp. 

You may apply for up to $200.00 by submitting a one-page de-

scription of how the funds will be used in support of youth at-

tending camp. Please include at the end of the description infor-

mation on what account the check should be made out to and to  

whom the check should be sent. Camp grant requests are due by 

January 15. At the end of camp, youth benefitting from the sup-

port are expected to write a thank you note and the educator is 

expected to submit information on the impacts the funding had. 
 

Fair Funds and Ag & Rural Youth Grants 
By Christy Bartley 
 

The state budget has provided for funding to continue to support 

Fair Funds and the Ag & Rural Youth Grants. It is unclear how 

much total funds will be available for each program but it ap-

pears to be close to the funding realized in the past.  Both appli-

cations are due on November 15. The Ag & Rural Youth Grants 

deadline was extended. The Fair Funds application is requiring 

notarization of signatures. You are to have at least one of the 

signatures notarized but do not have to have them all notarized. I 

know it is a challenge to have volunteers available during the 

normal business day, so I hope that the change to only one signa-

ture being notarized will help. 
 

License to Lead 
By Mya Rushton 

 

Check out the State Council website http://ps4-

hc.cas.psu.edu/205.htm for information on the 2010 

State 4-H leadership Conference. (Theme: License 

to Lead) to be held January 29-31, 2010 at the Penn 

Stater. Registration for the conference opens  8:00 AM on Thurs-

day, October 1, 2009 via CVENT. 
 

A fantastic line-up of speakers and workshop presenters has been 

recruited to provide leadership skills development for youth ages 

13-19. Rhett Laubach (a former 4-Her) will be giving the address 

on Saturday night. You can get more information on Rhett at: 

http://www.yournextspeaker.com/. Mark Lowery, a graduate of 

Penn State (currently working at the PA Farm Bureau) will be 

the Keynote Speaker Friday night!  
 

Let Mya Rushton(mrp15@psu.edu) know if you have any ques-

tions or concerns. 

http://www.esri.com/4-H
http://ps4-hc.cas.psu.edu/205.htm
http://ps4-hc.cas.psu.edu/205.htm
http://www.yournextspeaker.com/
mailto:mrp15@psu.edu
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PA Celebrates 4-H National Youth Science Day! 
By Mya Rushton 

 

 

 
On Wednesday, Oct. 7, 

youth across Pennsyl-

vania joined hundreds of 

thousands of young peo-

ple around the nation to 

simultaneously create 

biofuel as part of 

"Biofuel Blast," the 

2009 National Science 

Experiment scheduled 

for 4-H National Youth 

Science Day.  

     

4-H National Youth 

Science Day was established to combat a national shortage of 

young people pursuing science college majors and careers by 

sparking youthful interest in science and science education. 

Through the "One Million New Scientists, One Million New 

Ideas" campaign, 4-H has a goal of engaging one million new 

young people in science, engineering and technology programs 

by the year 2013. This yearôs experiment teaches youth how cel-

lulose and sugars in such plants as corn, switchgrass, sorghum 

and algae can be converted into fuel and how alternative energies 

can be used in their own communities. 

     

Engaging youth early in scientific exploration has been shown to 

spark a lasting interest in the sciences. Science can often seem 

intimidating to young people, but 4-H National Youth Science 

Day makes science fun, real, and accessible. Kids learned about 

cutting edge technologies and then took the next step to lead by 

applying what theyôve learned in their very own community." 

     

Currently, more than five million youth across the nation take 

part in science, engineering and technology programming year-

round through 4-H. Research indicates that youth who partici-

pate in 4-H are more likely to get better grades in school, to seek 

out science classes, to see themselves going to college, and to 

contribute positively in their communities. In addition, 4-H  

youth have been shown to better resist peer pressure and are less 

likely to engage in risky behaviors.  

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Six million 4-H youth and 514,000 volunteers nationwide will 

lead parents, teachers, students, and other youth organizations in 

4-H National Youth Science Day. At Penn State's University 

Park campus, "Biofuel Blast" participants led discussions about 

alternative energy with university bioenergy researchers and in 

their communities to demonstrate the world of alternative fuels 

and discuss how they could make a difference in their home 

town. Stay tuned for information on the 2010 experiment by 

checking out the 4-H National website at:  

http://4 -h.org/ 

 

http://4-h.org/
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Chesapeake Energy Supports 4-H program with  

Giant Pumpkin Contest  
By Pamela Paletta 

 

The Clover Patch 4-H club held the first ever Chesapeake En-

ergy Giant Pumpkin Contest on Saturday, October 3, 2009 at the 

Washington County 4-H Junior Building at the Washington 

County Fairgrounds. 125 people attended the contest and 65 4-H 

members entered their pumpkins in the contest. Prizes were 

given out for best decorated, heaviest, and other miscellaneous 

pumpkins. Below is the list of winners and with pictures. 

 

Heaviest Pumpkin  

First Place $500 ï Sara Obringer from 84 Ag 4-H Club ï 326 

pounds 

Second Place $250 ï Jacob Ford from Heart and Home 4-H Club 

Third Place $150 ï Heather Chester from 84 Ag 4-H Club 

 

Scarecrow Contest 

Grand Prize - $75 ï Clover Patch 4-H Club 

 

Decorated Pumpkins 

First Place $50 ï Grace Ella Bess Lengauer from Clover Patch 4-

H Club 

Second Place $30 ï Susie Jones from Heart and Home 4-H Club 

Third Place $15 ï Ashley Lucas from Crossroads 4-H Club 

Third Place $15 ï Erin Rice from Clover Patch 4-H Club ï tied  

 

Miscellaneous Pumpkins - $10 each  

Prettiest Pumpkin ï Emily Rice from Clover Patch 4-H Club 

Ugliest Pumpkin ï Jacob Ford from Heart and Home 4-H Club 

Orangest Pumpkin ï Julia West from Clover Patch  4-H Club 

Largest Diameter Pumpkin ï Heidi Chester from 84 Ag 4-H 

Club 

Longest Pumpkin ï Jacob Ford from Heart and Home 4-H Club 

Roundest Pumpkin ï Chloe Rogers from Heart and Home 4-H 

Club 

Most Overall Unusual Pumpkin ï Katelyn Nasser from Vankirk 

Friendship 4-H Club 

Smallest Giant Pumpkin ï Abby Stahlman from Heart and Home 

4-H Club 

 

Fear Factor Game - $25 each 

First PlaceðJessica SouthernðCrossroads 4-H Club 

Tied First PlaceðKen RogersðHeart & Home 4-H Club 

 

The Washington County 4-H program would like to thank 

Chesapeake Energy for supporting the 4-H Giant Pumpkin Con-

test.    We want to also thank are judge Ryan Dean from Corpo-

rate Development Coordinator from Chesapeake Energy Corpo-

ration.    

  Things To Do 
 

Register youth for the Leadership Conference 

Nominate volunteers for the Salute to Excellence 

program 

Write and submit camp endowment applications 

Order 4-H Day with the Lady Lions tickets from     

Emily Harrison 

First Place Heaviest Pumpkin 
Sara Obringer- 84 Ag 4-H Club 

326 pounds 

Smallest Pumpkin 
Abby Stahlman 

Heart & Home 4-H Club 

Second PlaceðHeaviest Pumpkin 
Jacob FordðHeart & Home 4-H 

Orangest Pumpkin 

Julia WestðClover Patch 4-H 

Third Place Tie - Decorated Pumpkin 
Ashley Lucas - Crossroads  4-H Club 

Third Place Tie - Decorated Pumpkin 
Erin RiceðClover Patch 4-H Club 


