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by Christy Bartley 
 

Professional development has always been a key 

component of face-to-face meetings. There are al-

ways several new 4-H curricula, new youth devel-

opment research, and updates on policies and pro-

cedures. Meeting together and learning about these 

changes has always been successful in the past. To 

conserve resources (both time and money), we have 

deliberately moved toward offering professional 

development through technology. The fall in-

service was replaced with webinars on evaluation, 

technology as an educational tool, and revenue en-

hancement. The Extension Annual Conference will 

also be virtual and focus on revenue enhancement. 

In addition, in the 4-H Youth Development Pro-

gram, we have had regular ñmeet upò calls focused 

on updates and new information. Originally, these 

were conference calls but switched to webinar ses-

sions as the technology became available. Iôd like 

some input from you on these professional develop-

ment efforts. Do you participate? Do you go to the 

recordings on days when you are unable to join the 

live event? Are there other ways you would like to 

receive professional development opportunities? 

You can send me a brief email with your com-

ments. This information will help me and the 4-H 

Natural Work Group chair plan future opportunities 

as well as allow me to represent 4-H at more gen-

eral discussion on professional development. Thank 

you for taking the time to respond. 

 

On September 29, Brian Bumbarger will join us by 

adobe connect to provide information on evidence-

based programming and its application. You may 

sign up for the training at the following doodle site: 

http://www.doodle.com/m36fpiz4cu66xcnt. 

 

I know many of you are still involved in fairs and 

other end-of-program year events. Take some time 

to marvel at what 4-H members have accomplished 

over the past year. It is due to your hard work in 

preparing volunteers and teen leaders as well as 

working side-by-side with these volunteers that in-

creases the quality and impact of the 4-H program. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS : 
The 2009 4-H Calendar can be found at:   

http://pa4h.cas.psu.edu 
 

Future Dates to Remember and Mark 

Down 

 
Sept. 12ðSecond Annual 4-H Tailgate 
Sept. 15ðYouth Development Annual Report YDAR Due 
Oct 4ï 10ðNational 4-H Week 
Oct 7ð4-H National Science Day 
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Recruit a club to write thank-you notes for 

Military youth 

Work on County endowments 

Find out more about e-data by going to the 

Clinton County web site and click on the e

-data button 

Finish the county YDAR report by Sept. 

15th 
 

Things To Do 

http://www.doodle.com/m36fpiz4cu66xcnt
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Generation: Ag A New Direction for Youth and  

Agriculture  
by Patty Anderson 

 

In early June I had the privilege of attending a summit hosted by 

National 4-H Council and drawing together agricultural industry 

leaders, youth and youth educators from across the United 

States. The summit was fittingly held at the Danforth Plant Sci-

ence Center in St. Louis, Missouri. This is fitting because this 

center is a collaborative effort between several land-grant univer-

sities and Monsanto in conjunction with the Missouri Botanical 

Garden- an international botanical research center. 

 

You might say, ok, we are studying a bunch of plantsé. Hmm. 

Let me see if I can adequately frame this. Think about the United 

Statesô issues, the Cooperative Extension issues, our world is-

sues ï today, yes 2009. What issues will there be in 2020?  EN-

ERGY- yes, weôve heard about Marcellus Shale, Natural Gas, 

but we also hear about biofuels. What are biofuels made from?  

The technology in this area changes and improves daily. What 

industry is better leveraged to be a leader?  What organization is 

better leveraged to inspire youth? That is the key to this summit. 

 

Take this a step further. As we learn more about our human nu-

tritional needs, new opportunities are created with healthy food 

products, fruits and vegetables that meet unique nutritional 

needs. Extrapolate that to our medicinal needs. Many of our 

medicines are plant based derivatives.  Agriculture surrounds us. 

The United States is, and always has been, uniquely situated to 

produce agricultural products. As we help developing countries 

learn to grow food and resources to care for themselves, we need 

to be ready to stay in front of the ñgrowth curveò. We need new 

scientists with backgrounds and interests in agriculture. These 

same scientists can be trained in a variety of scientific back-

grounds in a variety of educational institutions; but the reality is 

there simply is not a growing number of youth heading in the 

career path from the United States. This instantly puts our coun-

try behind the very countries we are helping to develop. One 

speaker predicted that the continent of Africa would be a net 

exporter of food in 25 years- a complete u-turn from the current 

status on that continent. 

 

You may say, what does this mean in 2009 to me as a youth edu-

cator? The National SET Team is rolling out a new 4ïH product.  

This product is internet based, ties youth to our current scientists 

from several agricultural industries, and allows the youth to tai-

lor their interests to emerging scientific processes, creating inspi-

ration in agricultural related sciences. This product is called 

ñProject Pathwaysò. This online learning system features hands 

on topics such as genetic engineering, agro-robotics, and sustain-

able agriculture. Our colleague Bob Horton, from Ohio has  

 

 

 

 

championed this cause with the SET team. Be sure to follow the  

future of this programming opportunity. 

 

I am certain we will hear more of this at the 2009 NAE4-HA  

conference on October 25-29 conveniently located in Rochester 

NY. This is a great opportunity for all youth educators to see the 

cutting edge opportunities in our profession. 

 

Additionally, donôt forget the National Youth Science Day. This 

yearôs focus will be on biofuels. It is the early discussion for 

youth, energy and their future within a global society. Check out 

the website at https://www.4-h.org/nysd/  Even if this topic is of 

limited personal interest to you, we must all have the awareness 

of the impact of these topics (energy, science, career planning, 

global initiatives) for the long term growth of our program and 

the impact on the future of youth in general. We help provide 

guidance to 4-H volunteers and frame the hope for the future for 

our youth. This will be a growth area in their lifetime. We need 

to have them have the hope to see what their future holds. 

This topic goes hand-in-hand with leadership and lifeskills de-

velopment.  What are you doing to provide a strong foundation 

for our youth and our 4-H program for future generations? 

For more information about Project Pathways: 

 

Project Pathways is part of 4-H's One Million New Scientists. 

One Million New Ideas TM campaign, with a bold goal of at-

tracting one million new youth to science, engineering and tech-

nology programs by the year 2013. To request an interview 

about Project Pathways contact: Kristin Walter at 301-961-2973 

or via email at kwalter@fourhcouncil.edu  

 

County Council Winners 

 
A huge Congratulations to this yearôs County Council Award 

Winners 

 

3rd place winning $200.00 Clearfield County 

2nd place winning 300.00 McKean County 

And 

1st place winning $500.00-Crawford County 

 

Congratulations to all those county councils out there.  You 

are doing outstanding work and strengthening the 4-H pro-

gram throughout Pennsylvania! 

https://www.4-h.org/nysd/
mailto:kwalter@fourhcouncil.edu
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Two Youth from Susquehanna County Take First 

in the State 

By LouAnn Kiefer 
 

After a three way tie for first place that led to a shoot off, Rip 

VanWinkle III won first place and brought home a state title to 

Susquehanna County on Wednesday, July 29, 2009, at the Penn-

sylvania 4-H State Achievement Days Shotgun Competition. 

VanWinkle had an excellent day at the competition shooting a 49 

out of 50 possible points in the disciplines of both Trap and 

Skeet. In the shoot off to break the tie, he shot a perfect 20 out of 

20. He is certainly no stranger to the winnerôs circle. In 2007 he 

finished fourth at the 4-H State Days Shotgun Competition, 

which earned him a spot at the national competition in Grande 

Island, Nebraska. 

  

Rip is an 11 year 4-H member of the Arrows and Clays 4-H 

Club. He is a 2009 graduate of Elk Lake High School and is the 

son of Rip and Bette VanWinkle of Rush. Rip will be attending 

Penn College of Technology in Williamsport to study diesel me-

chanics. 

 

4-Hôer Hannah Cronk also placed first in the state at the Pennsyl-

vania 4-H State Achievement Days bringing home another state 

title to Susquehanna County. Hannah participated in the Fashion 

Revue competition held on the campus of Penn State University 

on Wednesday, July 29, 2009. Hannah was one of 64 partici-

pants in the State Fashion Revue. Hannah earned her trip to Penn 

State by participating in the Regional Fashion Revue competi-

tion held in Montrose in June. She was one of four young ladies 

who were selected from the regional competition to move on to 

the state competition. Judging at the State Fashion Revue is done 

by three professional judge, and participants are judged on out-

side construction and fit of their ñwearableò item; they are also 

judged on ñmodeling ability with the main emphasis being the 

selection, modeling, and choices made by the 4-H member to 

enhance their color, silhouette and activities.ò The judges then 

select the top 12 finalists by using these guidelines and from 

there the winners are chosen. 

 

Hannah is a ten year member of the East Bridgewater 4-H Club. 

She is a 2009 graduate of Montrose Area High School and is the 

daughter of David and Joanne Cronk of Montrose. Hannah will 

be attending Bloomsburg University and is majoring in chemis-

try.  

 

Other 4-H members competing at the Pennsylvania State 4-H 

Achievment Days from Susquehanna County included: Kenny 

Kiefer, Nik Mattocks, Matt Forba, Christopher Jordan, and An-

thony Whitney in the Shotgun Competition. Theresa Staats, Jor 

 

 

 

 
dan Noldy, and Elaine Mackey modeled their 4-H clothing and 

textile projects in the Fashion Revue Competition. Paul Chichura 

competed in the Presentation Contest. 

4-H Member Hannah Cronk pictured with her winning 

outfit at PA 4-H State Achievement Days.  

4-H Member Rip VanWinkle III pictured with his Dad and 

Coach, Rip VanWinkle Jr  
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ñHands on Scienceò 

By Carrie Bowman  
 

 

The ñHands on Scienceò 

program at Coudersport  4-H 

students created the concept 

of a 4-H Community Garden 

at the Extension Center. The 

students planted potatoes, 

sweet corn, peppers, zuc-

chini, pumpkins, grapes, 

carrots, edamame 

(soybeans), beets, and on-

ions. The community garden 

is also a research field trial 

for cold climate viticulture, 

growing new cultivars that 

have not been tested in 

PA. There is also a test plot of Quinoa, which 

is a pseudocereal that the Incans called the 

ñmother grainò. Quinoa was grown at higher 

elevations in the Andes but in an equivalent 

climate to Potter County. Quinoa has all the 

essential amino acids for human nutrition, 

very high protein content, and non-gluten con-

taining. If this works out, we may have dis-

covered a new ñoldò crop fully adapted to the 

cooler summer climate of Potter County. In 

addition, the students are growing a new ñredò 

sweet corn variety named ñRuby Queenò 

which has not been grown before in Potter 

County. The students were largely 4-6th grad-

ers without farming or gardening experience 

and they can be involved directly in university 

research, service learning, and the plant sciences. The students 

have been harvesting food for the nearby retirement home and 

with also participate in selling the produce at the local farmerôs 

market. A local restaurant has been buying some of the produce 

since no pesticides were used in garden. 

 

The students helped install a 

weather station in the garden 

to be used in tracking grow-

ing-degree days, insect de-

gree-days, soil temperatures, 

and gathering data for a cli-

mate change model. This is 

our first year at developing 

this project and we look to it 

expanding next year. 
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2009 Growing Season

Mixed Vegetables
Peppers

Tomatoes
Carrots
Beets

Onions
Spinach & Arugula
Edamame& Beans

WineGrapes
Table, Jellies, 

and Fresh Juice
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Growing Potatoes at the Potter County Community Garden 

County Cooperative Extension  

4-H Community Garden 
�ÒHigh elevation (~1714 ft) 
garden in a frost-pocket;  short
-season cultivars, new varie-
ties, and heirlooms that repre-
sent all the horticultural crops 
grown in Potter County; mov-
ing toward organic certifica-
tion? 

�ÒPart of 4-H Science Programs 
�ÒInvolvement of Master Gar-
deners  
�ÒThe area can be expanded to 
include additional gardens 
with themes 
�ÒWhat field trials might be 
useful to the gardening com-
munity? 
�ÒLǘ ƛǎ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƴƎ άŘǊƛǾŜ-ōȅǎέ 
�ÒHow do we develop a cur-
riculum for 4-H in the plant 
sciences? 
�ÒEngaging 4-H, families, and 
the community in gardening  
�ÒTest cultivars and use the 
site for monitoring (insects, 
soil temps, precip, air temps & 
GDDs); introduce 4-H members 
to crop phenology 
�ÒFood provided to participat-
ing families and organizations; 
have the students sell produce 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳŘŜǊǎǇƻǊǘ CŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ 
Market 


