
ning crafts.  

   The Italian Street Painting 

exhibit was certainly a favorite 

of the scholars, perhaps due to 

the fact that several of the art-

ists were merely high school 

students in State College.  Vin-

cent van Goghõs Café Terrace 

was one of the many world-

famous paintings stunningly 

reproduced on the street with 

chalk.  

   Even for individuals who 

typically arenõt the Arts Festival 

type, Allen Street provided 

musical entertainment and 

snack stands, as well as walk-

through misters and archways 

with hanging buckets dropping 

water on anyone who dared to 

walk underneath.  Without a 

doubt, the evening was a 

unique cultural experience for 

anyone who attended the Fes-

tival.  

 

By: Marina Solomos & Tara Gaab 

From July 10 to July 13, 2008, 

the Annual Central Pennsyl-

vania Festival of the Arts 

painted the Penn State campus 

with brilliant artwork, vivid 

photography, handmade pot-

tery, glass-blown sculptures 

and lively music.  The scholars 

(while many had briefly ven-

tured to the Festival the previ-

ous evening) were given some 

much deserved free-time on 

July 12th to explore the re-

nowned event.  

   In its 42nd year, the arts festi-

val created a relaxed atmos-

phere on the campus that was 

completely different from the 

usual, careful mood felt every 

day.  The streets were 

crowded with out-of-town 

visitors there to enjoy the 

many artisansõ booths, live 

bands and typical festival fare.  

   While casually strolling the 

streets, scholars mingled 

among the hundreds and thou-

sands there to enjoy the beau-

tiful Saturday evening.  Scholars 

were permitted to venture 

beyond their typical campus 

boundaries to enjoy the Festi-

val to a greater extent.  

Though unable to purchase any 

of the rather pricey creations 

(besides the occasional pretzels 

and fresh lemonade), Scholars 

undoubtedly appreciated the 

opportunity to view such stun-

The days are continuing to fly 

by at PGSAS.  Recently, 

scholars took a day to visit 

the Agronomy Research 

Farm, where they learned 

about the processing of crops 

from òseed to feedó.  The 

afternoon activities started 

off with a quick introduction 

from Mr. Dwight Lingenfelter, 

followed by excited scholars 

piling into tractor-pulled wag-

ons to tour the farm.  Along 

the tour, scholars learned 

about soil, seedbed prepara-

tion, planting, pest manage-

ment, harvest/feed prepara-

tion and livestock consump-

tion.  After the tour was over 

and scholarsõ heads filled with 

new and interesting things 

about agronomy, they en-

joyed a cookout under one of 

the pavilions on the farm.  

Finally, after stuffing them-

selves full of food, they 

headed back to the campus 

to continue their PGSAS ex-

perience and dream of be-

coming agronomists one day. 

By: Chris Smyth 

 

Italian Street Painting  

recreated by chalk  

42nd Central Pennsylvania Festival of the Arts  
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òOne highlight of 

the tour was the 

pool which is used 

for horses 

recovering from 

anesthesia after 

surgery.ó 

Visiting the pool where 

Barbaro recovered 

from surgery  

Longwood Gardens 

The New Bolton Center 
Friday, July 18 was the first of 

our PGSAS all-day field trips 

and in the morning we went 

to the New Bolton Center.  

First we watched a movie to 

gain some historical and back-

ground information on New 

Bolton.  Then they took us on 

a bus tour of some of the 

other facilities on the campus. 

   The first building on the 

tour was the Hoffman Center; 

where they do reproduction 

studies.  The next location  

was the Marshak Dairy Facil-

ity.  The dairy is one of the 

first greenhouse-type dairy 

complexes in Pennsylvania; 

here researchers study areas 

such as nutrient management 

as an outreach in dairy pro-

duction.  The final stop was 

the poultry complex, where 

they study avian diseases and 

the spread of them.   

   Once back at the main facil-

ity, we went on a walking 

tour.  One highlight of the 

tour was the pool which is 

used for horses recovering 

from anesthesia after surgery.  

The horses are put into a spe-

cial floatation device and al-

lowed to float in the 20-foot 

deep pool until they start to 

wake.  It was pretty cool; we 

also learned Barbaro used the 

pool after his surgery.  

   After the tour was done we 

ate lunch, asked some ques-

tions about veterinary school 

and got back on the buses.  

One scholar, Zach Longe-

Much of the gardens on display 

today are very similar, if not 

identical to the plans that Mr. 

du Pont created in the early 

1900s.  After a brief tour of 

some of the highlights (such as 

the amphitheater, the ancient 

American elm, and the gigantic 

water lilies), we were set free 

to explore the grounds and 

extensive conservatory.  Some 

of my favorite spots were the 

Italian Fountain Garden, 

Pierceõs Woods with its two 

hundred year old trees, the 

On Friday afternoon, after a 

tour of the New Bolton Cen-

ter, scholars went to Long-

wood Gardens.  Around the 

turn of the twentieth century, a 

wealthy businessman, Pierre S. 

du Pont (of the DuPont chemi-

cal company) purchased the 

Longwood Garden land, a large 

farm in the Philadelphia area, 

from a gentleman farmer.  

Gradually he converted it into 

an extensive 

park and ar-

boretum.  

Fountain at 

Longwood 

Gardens 

T H E  C U L T I V A T O R  

necker, commented, òIt was 

nice, but I thought that it was a 

little too spread outéó and 

GSA Andrew said, òIt was 

cool.ó  All-in-all everyone en-

joyed our visit to New Bolton 

Center and found it to be an-

other one of those helpful in-

sights into the real world, that 

we enjoy gaining so much at 

PGSAS. 

By: BillieJo LaVan 

Idea Garden that demonstrated 

new schemes in horticulture, 

and the recently constructed 

tree houses around the gar-

dens.  The weather, while a 

little on the hot side, was ideal 

for a day at Longwood: blue 

skies with just a slight haze. At 

7:00 pm, after dinner courtesy 

of PGSAS at the Longwood 

cafeteria, we loaded back onto 

the buses once more to return 

to the dorms. 

By: Peter Christine 

In a giant 

tree-

house! 



What do glittery masks, casino 

games, and 64 dressed up schol-

ars have in common? They were 

all at the PGSAS Masquerade Ball 

2008!!  On Sunday, July 13, all the 

govies spent time decorating their 

masks in the recreation room and 

then getting all dressed up to our 

casino themed masquerade ball!  

The dance, which was planned by 

the social/recreation committee 

of scholars, had a scholar DJ, vari-

ous casino games and a bar!  At 

the bar you could get various 

òdrinksó, all non-alcoholic of 

course!  Some of the games we 

played were poker and black jack!  

It was a great time for all who 

attended, even if you werenõt 

good at casino games.  Many 

scholars thought that it was a 

great way to be able to show off 

their creativity through costumes 

and masks, while others simply 

wanted to dance!  The night 

ended with a final song from the 

DJ: òLiving on a Prayeró by Bon 

Jovi.  Which quite fittingly says 

òOhhhh weõre half way thereó 

since the Masquerade Ball marks 

the midpoint week of PGSAS.  

By: Breigh King 

We were lucky to have four birthdays!! 

 

Colleen Friel turned 17 on July 9th! 

 

Marina Solomos turned 18 on July 12th! 

 

Nate Wolfskill turned 17 on July 18th! 

 

Samir Lakhani turned 16 on July 26th! 

 

poured their hearts into this per-

formance.  Arthur dripped sweat 

all over the stage and our hearts 

as he proposed a proposition and 

we audience members loved 

every minute.  At the close of the 

first act Lancelot (Jeremy Hays), 

Guinevere (Margaret Loesser 

Robinson), and Arthur appeared 

as the lead characters, while the 

relationships between them de-

veloped into chaos.  You see, 

Arthur weds Guinevere in an 

arranged royal marriage, but then 

Lancelot comes along and falls in 

love with Guinevere.  Arthur is 

humanized and empathized with, 

but Camelot avoids the easy 

good guy versus bad guy cliché, 

allowing for truly human charac-

ters.  And by the second act The 

Cultivatorõs own, Spencer Malloy, 

summed up the feelings of all by 

stating, òI got a fever, and the 

only prescription is more Came-

lot!ó  Weõll leave the ending out 

so youõll have to go see òmore 

Camelotó, just like the doctor 

ordered! 

By: Steve Ronning 

Our recent PGSAS field trip 

took us to none other than the 

performance of the musical  

Camelot.  Boasting two Law and 

Order veterans ð Clark Scott 

Carmichael as King Arthur and 

Martin Van Treuren as Merlyn, 

it lit up the stage and caused 

stirs of laughter in the audience.  

But really, who could resist 

chortling at Merlynõs rye com-

ments or Arthur falling out of a 

tree? Itõs classic Penn State 

Theater, compliments of Centre 

Stage. 

   In the first act it was apparent 

that the actors (and actresses) 

Camelot and Not so Happily Ever Afterings 

Birthdays! 

 

òIõve got a 

fever, and the 

only 

prescription is 

more 

Camelot!ó 

Masquerade Ball 
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The water lilies at Longwood Gardens  

Happy Birthday!!!  


